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Arabs not fnctucfed in Libyan ban 
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Jordan condemns storming of Sharia Coart 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan Monday strongly condemned Israel’s 
storming of the Sharia (Islamic) Court in Jerusalem as an unprecedented 
crime and called on the United States government and other parties 
involved in the peace p ro cess to put an end to such atrocities- Reports 
from the occupied Jerusalem said that Israeli border police and security* 
forces had stormed the court and its adjacent offices in the holy aty 
stealing away important historic documents. “This crime reaffirms the fact 
that Issd is pursuing aggress i ve policies in flagrant violation of ill values 
and principles in a manner tht would offend the feelings of nriffioos of 
Arabs and Muslims,** said Foreign Minister Kamel Abu Jaber. “As soon 
as die reports came in, the Jordanian gove rn ment contacted the U.S- 
govemment and other concerned parties to inform them of this serious act 
against the Sharia Court winch houses documents dating back to more 
than 500 years,” Dr. Abu Jaber said. He said that the Jordanian 
government would follow up the matter with Arab and foreign oations to 
prevent a recurrence of such atrocities and insure the return of the stolen 
d ocumen t s to the court. 


AMMAN TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 1991, JUMADEH AL OULA 13, 1412 


-Prices Jordan 100 fas; Saudi Arabia 1 j 5D riyals; UAE 1-50 dirhams 
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AMMAN (Petra) — A Palestine 
liberation Organic firm (PLO) 
delegation arrived in Amman 
jtonday-on a several-day visit to 
Jbtdan for talks with Jordanian 
officials on the peace process. 
The delegation comprises PLO 
Executive Committee member 
Mahmoud Abbas, Yasser Abed 
- r Rabbo, Suleiman A1 Najjar and 
.AbduBah A1 Hoorani. The de- 
legation was received upon ar- 
■rival by Palestinian Ambassador 
to Jordan A1 Tayyeb Abdul 

Raima. 

Pope, Mubarak 
discuss peace 
efforts 

VATICAN OTY (AP) — Pope 
John Paul n and Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosm Mubarak discussed 
prospects for peace in theMkkfle 
East Monday following the start 
of Israeli- Arab taDa in Madrid. A 
Vatican statement emphasised 

thetSonud stx^^dtte^ed 
for “dialogue and negotiations” 
in achieving peace. Vatican 
spokesman Joaquin Navarro said 
be believed Mr. Mubarak re- 
newed an invitation to the Pope 
to visit Egypt. The late Egyptian 
President Anwar Sadat first in- 
vited Pope John Paul but no date 
has ever been set. Mr. Navarro 
said he did not know if the Pope 
and Mubarak discussed U.S. 
attempts for a coordinated inter- 
national response against Libya 
over the destruction of a New 
York-bound Pan Am airliner 
three years ago. (See page 2 ). 


Husakdead 
at 70 

-PRAGUE (AP) — Gustav 

Hnsak, who led CtedndovAh 
two decades of communist 
&fthr the Prague spring 
reforms of 1968, died Monday, 
the official CSTK news agency 
said. Hie was 78. Mr. Hnsak 
underwent several cancer opera- 
tions last year, and was hospital- 
ised Nov. 8. He reportedly had 
been in a coma since last week. 
Mr. Hnsak replaced Alexander 
Dubcek as Communist Party 
general secretary in April 1969, 
and was elected president in 
1975. He was forced to resign as 
president on Dec. 10, 1989, as 
Czechoslovakia's “velvet revolu- 
tion” threw off decades of com- 
' m nnis t rule. After resigning, he 
lived in seclusion. He died one 
day after the second anniversary 
of the student's protest that 
sparked the 1989 revolution. 

Iran Air resumes 
flights to Kuwait 

KUWAIT (R) — Iran Air has 
res ume d flights to Kuwait after 
an 21-year break, cavil aviation 
officials said Monday. They said 
an Iran Air Boeing 747 landed in 
Kuwait Saturday on the first 
flight by the Iranian carrier since 
the Iran -Iraq war started in 
September 1980. 

Kuwait ruler starts 
^ Kremlin talks 

4 % MOSCOW (R) — The emir of 
Kuwait, indebted to foe Kremlin 
for supporting the U.S. -led force 
rimwig the Gulf war, met Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev 
Monday, TASS news agency 
sauL S heikh Jaber Al Ahmad AI 
Sabah arrived in Moscow from 
China Sunday as part of a good- 
will tour. Mr. Gorbachev and foe- 
emir due to dismiss Soviet- 
Knwaiti bilateral relations and 
saute regional problems, TASS 
said. Sheikh Jaber was scheduled 
is# (o meet Russian Republic leader 
Boris Yeltsin later Monday. 
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^•jt.TYRE, Lebanon (R) — Two 
^ ” people were killed in Sout h Leba- 
non Monday in fighting between 
two rival groups, security sources 
sahLMBitants of the pro-Iranian 
H&boOah (Party of God) group 
red the Syrian-backed Amal mili- 
tia fought with mortars and 
wnrhiuqjunn in the village of Tair 

Debbeh. Tti kilometres south of 
Band, they said. Amal’s senior 
security officer In the village and 
* jfizb oDah figh ter were k illed 
Lebanese army unit 
™ c «d by two ft»nfcg in te rvened 
Sopped foe dashes, they 
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2 killed In S. 
Lebanon clashes 
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Hostages Waite, 
Sutherland freed 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — Brit- 
ish Hostage Terry Waite and 
American hostage Thomas 
Sutherland, freed in Lebanon by 
their kidnappers Monday after- 
noon, have reached Damascus, 
an official source said. 

Preparations were under way 
for them to be handed over to 
their countries' ambassadors at 
the Syrian Foreign Ministry, the 
source said. 

A British air force plane with a 
medical team and Mr. Waite's 
brother on board was on its way 
to Syria from Cyprus. 

Mr. Sutherland, 60, an 
academic at the American Uni- 
versity of Beirut, had spent 2,353 
days in captivity, more titan any 
other hostage except American 
journalist Terry Anderson. 

Mr. Waite, 52, a Church of 
England envoy seized in 1987 
white on a mission to release 
previous victims of foe kidnap 
groups, had spent 1.763 days as a 


hostage. 

On board the Royal Air Force 
VC-10 airliner with David Waite 
and the medical team were three 
Foreign Office officials and rep- 
resentatives of the archbishop of 
Canterbury. 

Israel welcomed foe release of 
Mr. Waite and Mr. Sutherland 
but said it would not release any 
Arab prisoners in response. 

A defence ministry statement 
also said Israel hoped mediation 
efforts by U.N. Secretary- 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar 
would bring about foe release of 
all Western hostages and missing 
or captive Israeli soldiers. 

“We express our hope the 
secretary's efforts will be fruitful 
and that all hostages wOl finally 
be released as well as captive and 
missing Israeli soldiers,” foe 
statement said. 

“Israel is still waiting for clear 
information about air force navi- 
gator Ron Arad and our other 


captive and missing soldiers.” 

Arad and three other Israelis 
are missing in Lebanon, a minis- 
try spokesman said. Israel recent- 
ly received information that two 
other captives were dead, their 
bodies apparantely held by 
Iranian-backed groups. 

Asked whether Israel was 
going to release any prisoners as 
part of a United Nations- 
brokered deal including Mr. 
Waite and Mr. Sutherland, the 
spokesman said: “The answer is 
negatiave.” 

Israel has freed 66 Lebanese 
prisoners and returned the bodies 
of nine guerrillas in exchange for 
foe remains erf one erf its service- 
men and hard information on two 
others. 

It has repeatedly offered to 
free hundreds more Lebanese 
prisoners inducting Muslim cleric 
Sheikh Abdul Karim Obex), ltid- 

( Continued on page 2) 


Somali 

president 

reportedly 

toppled 

NAIROBI (Agencies) — The 
president of Somalia has been 
overthrown by a rival dan leader, 
sources quottxUhe country’s offi- 
cial radio as saying Monday. . 

The report could not be im- 
mediately confirmed. The 
sources, who include diplomats 
and aid workers, quoted the radio 
report as saying that General 
Mohammad Farrah Aideed had 
toppled President Ali Mahdi 
Mohammad, who has ruled the 
Horn of Africa nation for 10 
months. The sources spoke on 
condition of anonymity. 

The report follows two days of 
fighting in Mogadishu, the Somali 
capital, between tribal factions of 
the ruling United Somali Con- 
gress (USC) that overthrew Presi- 
dent Mohammad Siad Bane in 
January and named Mr. Ali 
Mahdi to the top post of the 
strategically located country be- 
tween the Red Sea and the Indi a n 
Ocean. 

The radio report did not say 
when Mr. AH Mahdi was re- 
moved from power. 

Italy’s Ambassador to Somalia, 
Mario Sica, told Reuters in 
Nairobi that 18 staff from his 
embassy in Mogadishu had been 
freed unhurt after SomaK troops 
loyal to Gen. Aideed seized 
them. 

Earlier reports spoke of 20 
staff, but Mr. Sica said he and 
one other were mi a routine visit 
to neighbouring Kenya. 

“I can confirm that they are all 
absolutely safe,” be said. 

Mr. Sica said the embassy staff 
were taken after undisciplined 
troops loyal to Gen. Aideed 
looted the* embassy. A second 
group of soldiers rescued them 
and took them to Gen. Aideed's 
headquarters. 

“They were comforted by 
Aideed, they were all unharmed 
and have ail been released,” Mr. 
Sica said. 

He said most of the staff were 
now in foe hands of the French 
Medecins sans FTOutieres huma- 
nitarian aid organisation. Mr. 
Sica declined to comment cm 
reports that Gen. Aideed was 
now in control of the city. 

Telecommunications to Soma- 
lia were severed during street 
fighting in January that ended 
Mr. Siad Bane’s 21-year rule. 
Diplomatic sources say up to 
20,000 people died in those bat- 
tles. „ 

Since then, Mr. AH Mahdi s 
government has foiled to extend 
its control beyond the capital, 
and Somalia’s southern region 
remains riven by tribal feuds. 

Sources earlier Monday said 
fighting broke out Sunday be- 
tween forces loyal to Mir. Ali 
Mahdi and those of Gen. Aideed, 
rfawim an of the ruling party. 

By Monday, the fighting had 
moved from areas controlled by 
Gen. Aideed's supporters to 
areas tnuftfonally controlled by 
Mr. Ali Mabdi's faction. 


Crown Prince urges greater! 
symmetry in cultural ties 


MONTEVIDEO, Uruguay — His 
Royal Highness Oown Prince Hasan 
said Monday that Jordan strongly 
advocates the establishment of grea- 
ter symmetry in cultural relations 
among nations, and for this reason 
has embarked on inter-faith dialogues 
enco mpa ssing the three monotheistic 
religions. 

The traditions which the three 
faiths embody will contribute to the 
emergence of a more human global 
order, said die- Crown Prince in an 
address delivered on his behalf by 
former Jordanian minister and noted 
economist Jawad Al AnanL 

Jordan, he said, believes in mnhi- 
tateralism as an essential step towards 
enhancing understanding among peo- 
ples and m fostering cooperation be- 
tween the various regions of the 
globe, where symmetry in inter- 
regional exchange is an e s se ntia l ing- 
redient, said the Prince in his address 


to the Club of Rome annual confer- 
ence, held between Nov. 18 and Nov. 
20 . 

Following are e x cerpts from the 
Crown Prince’s address to the confer- 
ence: 

As yon are aware, Jordan has been 
positively engaged in and committed 
to the unfolding peace process. But 
this should not divert attention from 
the heavy burdens that Jordan feces 
at present. In this regard, I would like 
to highBgfat-the-issne of foe exodus of 
300,000 migrants to Jordan whojeft 
Kuwait as a result of the Gulf war. 
Many of them arrived in Jordan in a 
desperate situation, materially and 
psychologically. Jordan shouldered 
the responsibility of previous migra- 
tion waves from Palestine, in 1948 
and 1967. and has once more risen to 
the c hall e n g e against a ba ckground of 

(Continued ou page 2) 


Sharon, citing cash crisis, 
says settlements threatened 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Israeli 
Housing Minister Ariel Sharon 
threatened Monday to freeze 
bousing construction throughout 
Israel and the occupied territories 
unless the finance ministry gave 
him more money. 

However, Mr. Sharon’s left- 
wing critics doubted he would 
carry out the threat, since it 
would amount to freezing his own 
pet project — the construction of 
Jewish settlements in the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip. 
. Ami ram Goldblom of the 
■Peace Now movement, which 
opposes foe construction drive in 
foe occupied territories, said he 
did not believe Mr. Sharon 
“would stop for a minute, at least 
anything on the other side of the' 
green line.” 

The green line separates pre- 
1967 Israel from foe territories it 
occupied in the 1967 wax. 

Mr. Goldblum said Mr. Shar- 


on's declaration was a ploy to 
mobilise right-wing support for 
settlement construction, and part 
of a long-running feud with Fi- 
nance Minster Yitzhak Modai. 

Mr. Modai is under pressure to 
increase spending on various 
domestic fronts, including the 
military, and insists Israel cannot 
afford to pay for Mr. Sharon’s 
ambitious construction plans. 

Mr. Sharon maintains that he 
has to build thousands of housing 
units for Soviet Jewish immig- 
rants, as well as more settlements 
to reinforce Israel’s occupation of 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

In issuing his threat to freeze 
construction, Mr. Sharon accused 
Mr. Modai of trying to appease 
the Americans, who regard set- 
tlements on occupied territory as 
an obstacle to peace. 

“The finance ministry is acting 

(Confound on page 2) 


Boy killed in W.Bank 
clash with informers 


AZZOUN, Occupied West Bank 
(R) — A Palestinian boy was shot 
dead Monday when residents of 
an occupied West Bank village 
dashed with suspected Israeli in- 
formers, Palestinians said. 

The anny said 12 people were 
taken to hospital from Azzoun, a 
West Bank village of 7,000 
Palestinians, but hospital sources 
said 18 were hurt, two of them 
seriously. 

Israeli soldiers declared 
Azzoun a dosed military area. 

Residents said the clash 
erupted after members erf a local 
family, accroed by Palestinians of 
working as informers for Israeli 
security forces, went on a ram- 
page to avenge an attack by local 

activists. 

Palestinians said Mohammad 
Ahmad Sukkar, 15, died instantly 
in the shooting spree and others 
were wounded. Troops trying to 
impose a curfew shot and wound- 
ed other villagers, they said. 

The army said its troops fired 
only tear-gas. 

Activists have been waging a 
war ag&irat hundreds of those 


who they say are paid by Israel to 
inform on activists m foe four- 
year-old revolt against Israeli 
role. 

The Palestinians in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip observed a 
general strike Monday to protest 
at Israel’s accelerated building of 
Jewish settlements on the occu- 
pied Arab territories. 

Jews trying to set up a new 
settlement in the Jordan Valley 
de mon st r ated near Jericho, erect- 
ing a mock gallows demanding 
death to “terrorists,” Israel 
Radio said. 

They carried signs depicting 
Palestinian nationalist leader 
Faisal Al Hnsseim, who led a 
Palestinian team to a Middle Bast 
peace conference in Madrid three 
weeks ago. 

Militant Israelis want Mr. Hus- 
sein! expected or prosecuted for 
ties to' the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (FLO). 

Mr. Husseim was expected to 
return to the West Bank from 
Jordan Monday but changed his 
plans, his frunfly said. 



BIRTHDAY FESTIVAL! The PubBc Security Department 
(PSD) Monday held a festival marking the Nov. 14 birthday at His 
Mqjesty Kfag Hussein. Their Majesties foe King sad Queen Noor 
attended foe ceremony at Marks airport. The festival teeteded 
parades by m ou nte d police, fw—ifia nih a nd mfltary and sports 
performance. Abo ifiaph y ed were PSD militay vehicles and 


— pdpw»e««- Attending foe festival were also Hfa Royal Highness 
Prince Mohammad and a number of royal family memb ers along 
with Prime Minister Taker Masrl, the speakers and m embers of 
foe Upper and Lower Houses of Parflameat as well as senior 
officials and Mgh-rankhig anny officers. 

Photos by Yousef Al 'Allan 





Palestinian 
delegate 
says Israel 
trying to 
sow doubts 

AMMAN (R) — Israel is trying 
to sow doubts among the Palesti- 
nian people over Middle East 
peace talks, a Palestinian dele- 
gate to the conference said Mon- 

day- ^ 

Saeb Erekat, the outspoken 
West Bank lecturer who infuri- 
ated Israel by pledging his alle- 
giance to the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO), said reports 
in Israeli media that he had quit 
foe delegation were proof of 
Israel’s efforts to drive a wedge' 
between foe people. 

“I drink it is all set-up stories to 
create confusion among our peo- 
ple and I think the Israeli people 
have been playing with this 
population,” he told Renters, de- 
nying reports as recent as Mon- 
day that be and other delegates 
had resigned. 

Mr. Erekat, who addressed an 
Amman rally Sunday along with 
advisers to foe Palestinian nego- 
tiating committee, said the team 
may be enlarged to add technical 
and other experts. 

He said senior adviser Faisal Al 
Husseim and three other delega- 
tion members had crossed over in 
Jordan from the West Bank on 
Sunday and planned to r e tur n 
Wednesday. 

The team has met outgoing 
Prime Minister Taher Masai and 
Foreign Minister Kamel Abu Ja- 
ber and was expected to see King 
Hussein to discuss foe historic 
peace talks with Israel due to 
reconvene this month. 

- A FLO delegation including 
Mahmoud Abbas, head of the 
International Relations Depart- 
ment, was expected to arrive in 
Amman from Tunis later Monday 
for talks on the peace process. 

Mr. Erekat said Hamm Ashra- 
w i, foe spokeswoam for die peace 
talks delegation originally sche- 
duled to come to Amman on 
Sunday, had stayed in the West 
Bank to conduct other business 
and not because of a furore over 
alleged meetings with the PLO. 

Israeli police were reported to 
have recommended last week 
that Dr. Ashrawi should stand' 
trial on charges of meeting mem- 
bers of tile PLO. 

Mr. Erekat himself sparked' 
threats that Israel might walk out 
of foe peace talks after he public- 
ly declared that the PLO had 
chosen the delegates. 

The Jewish state bans contact 
with the PLO and has barred 
anyone with dear links to the 
organisation participating in the 
peace talks that opened in Mad- 
rid last month. 


Syrian team arrives today for 
trilateral talks on negotiations 

Five new members join bilateral talks delegation 


By Ghadeer Taher 

Special to foe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A five-member Sy- 
rian delegation arrives in Amman 
Tuesday for trilateral consulta- 
tions to coordinate moves with 
Jordanian and Palestinian dele- 
gates ahead of foe next ronnd of 
Arab-Israeli bilateral talks laun- 
ched at the Oct 30 Middle East 
peace conference in Madrid. 

Foreign Minister Kamel Abu 
Jaber said the team, headed by 
Zakaria Ismail, will meet Tues- 
day with Jordanian officials and 
the Jordanian delegation to the 
peace talks. 

Mr. Ismail, a former ambassa- 
dor and an expert on internation- 
al law, is the deputy bead of the 
Syrian negotiating team. 

Dr. Aim Jaber said the trilater- 
al meeting of Jordanian, Syrian 
and Palestinian delegates would 
be held Wednesday to discuss 
“strategy and priorities for the 
next phase of Axab-Isradi nego- 
tiations.” 

“The visit by the Syrian delega- 
tion is an excellent development 
for inter-Arab coordination,” 


said Dr. Abu Jaber, who beaded 
foe joint Jordanian-Palestinian 
delegation to foe opening of the 
peace conference in Madrid. 

“This is an opportunity for the 
Jordanian, Palestinian and Syrian 
delegates to get to know each 
other, plan strategy and set 
priorities for the next phase of 
talks,” the minister said. 

Dr. Aim Jaber said his Syrian 
counterpart Faxouk Al Sharaa 
was expected in Amman within 
the next several days, but no 
specific date has yet been set. 

A five-member Palestinian 
team of peace negotiators and 
advisors is currently in Amman 
for consultations with Jordanian 
officials and delega te s. 

“We are coordinating in depth 
on two levels with the Jordanian 
team — the bflaterals and multi- 
laterals,” Palestinian delegate 
Saeb Erekat said Monday. “We 
need strong coordination to reach 
common ground not only with the 
Jordanians but with the Syrians, 
Saudis ... and the other Arab 
parties.” 

At an open debate held in 
Amman Sunday, the Palestinian 


delegates deplored what they said 
was the lack of Arab coordination 
prior to the peace conference and 
said foe Arab position in talks 
with Israel was weakened be- 
cause of it. 

Jordan and Syria have been 
moving towards increased coor- 
dination ahead of inlateral talks 
after ‘Minister of Tourism and' 
Antiquities Abdul Karim Kabar- 
iti held talks with Syrian Prime 
Munster Mahmoud al Zoubi and 
Foreign Minister Sharaa. Mr. 
Kabanti delivered a message 
from Prime Minister Taber Masri 
to Mr. Zoubi on the need to 
coordinate negotiating strategies. 

Jordan and Syria have agreed 
to work together towards drawing 
np “a working plan” to be 
adopted by all Arab parties to the 
peace negotiations in a bid to 
dreumvent “Israeli attempts to 
undermine the peace process,” 
said Mr. Kabanti, who returned 
from Damascus Sunday. 

Wednesday’s trilateral meeting 
is expected to try to formulate a 
common position on the venue 

(Continued on page 2) 


Libyan justice ministry to study 
British extradition request 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — Libya’s 
foreign ministry has passed to the 
justice ministry a British extradi- 
tion request for two Libyans 
charged with bo m b in g a Pan Am 
plane over Scotland in 1988, the 
official Libyan news agency 
(JANA) said Monday. 

The agency confirmed foe fore- 
ign ministry had received the 
request from the Italian ambassa- 
dor, who represents British in- 
terests in Libya, but it gave no 
indication of how the Libyan 
authorities would respond. 

The foreign ministry “after ex- 
amining these documents, which 
are clearly of a judicial nature 
and deal with foe crash of a 
civilian aircraft ... referred this 
request to the People's Commit- 
tee (mmistzy) for justice,” it said. 

The two men, Libyans Abdul 
Basel AK Mohamad AI Megrahi 
and Al Amin KTmlifii Fhnnah, 
have been charged with planting 
explosives aboard Pan Am Flight 
103, which Mew up over the town 
of Lockerbie in December 1988, 
.kflfing 270 people. 

Mr. Megrahi, 39, chief of the 
Libyan mtefligenoe agency’s air- 
line security section, and Mr. 
Fhitnah, 35, an intelligence agent 
who worked for Libyan Arab 


Airlines in Malta, are believed to 
be in Libya. 

Libya has denied any role in 
foe explosion and Libyan officials 
have indicated they will not hand 
the two men over. 

JANA said Sunday the British 
accusations and similar ooes by 
the United States were designed 
to terrorise die Libyan people 
and divert attention from West- 
ern economic problems. 

Neither British nor foe United 
States have extradition treaties 
with Libya. Libya and Britain 
have not had diplomatic relations 
since 1984, when a British police- 
woman was shot outside the Li- 
byan embassy in London. 

The United States has called 
fin- concerted international action 
to make Libya comply with the 
extradition request. 

U.S. Ambassador to Britain 
Raymond Seitz declin e d to say on 
Sunday whether Washington was 
considering using ndhtaiy force. 

“There is no deadline but we’re 
not going to dawdle either,” he 
told British television. 

JANA said foe justice ministry 
would evaluate the extradition 
request on the baas of Libyan 
law. 

The French foreign miiiistiy 


summoned Libya's amhw» 
to emphasise France’s inter 
pursue “to the end” judicial 
ceedings arising from the aft 
Libyan role in two airp 
bombings, a French spokes 
said Monay. 

The envoy, Saad Mujber, 
summoned Sunday for a fen 
meeting with the minfei 
secretary-general, Fran 
Scheer, and a brief session a 
wards with Foreign Minister 
land Dumas, according to 
Du m a s * spokesman, Daniel ! 
nard. 

Mr. Bernard said the Fn 
officials “stressed in the eta 
way France’s desire to see 
judicial proceedings in co 
concerning the attacks on 
UTA DC-10 and the Pan 
Boeing at Lockerbie pursue 
the end.” 

Mr. Mujber reports 
travelled to Libya after the n 
mgs to report to hue super* 

Ftench Judge Jean-Lonk ■ 
.guiere on Oct. 30 charged t 
Libyans — inducting the brot 

in-law of Colonel Qadhafi 

conspiring to carry, out the be 
“85* yTA plane over K 

on Sept 19, 1989. Afl 170 oe 

were killed. 
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Iraq list blocked 
food, medicine deals 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq made 
public a shopping list for almost 
$2 billion worth of food Monday, 
stepping up its. campaign against 
economic sanctions on the eve of 
a visit by a top U.N. relief offi- 
cial. 

The official. Prince Sadrnddin 
Aga Khan, arrives in Baghdad 
Tuesday for ta three-day visit 
during which he will try to per- 
suade Iraq to accept U.N. Re- 
solution 706 allowing it to sell ofl 
to buy food but under strict U.N. 
supervision. 

The prince also wants to extend 
the mandate on U.N. relief agen- 
cies who have after abortive post- 
Guif war rebellions by Kurds and 
Shiites. The mandate expires at 
the end of 1991. 

“The Iraqi nation have faced 
the most uncivilised aggression by 
the 30-nation (U.S.-led) allies 
and faces the most disgusting plot 
in modem history aimed at their 
lives,” Iraq's Defence Ministry 
dally A1 Qadissiya said. 

Its editorial was the most mili- 
tant note yet struck in crescendo 
of defiance in the countdown to 
Prince Sadruddm’s visit. 

The shopping list was given to 
journalists by the trade ministry 
to show that Iraq had tried to buy 
food, which is in short supply 
because of the U.N. trade 
; blockade. 

-.-The ministry accused Western 
.governments of blocking its 
.purchases by refusing to unfreeze 
Iraq’s $4 bfifion of foreign assets.** 
• _ It showed orders had been 
placed for $1.93 billion of floor, 
rice, pulses, milk, cheese and 
other products which are allowed 
to import freely without the per- 
mission of a U.N. committee 
enforcing sanctions imposed after 
Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait. 

The orders were placed with 
food giants such as the Swiss 
Nestle concern, and die New 
Zealand dairy board against 


funds held in a variety of banks 
including the Chase Manhattan of 
the United States, Midland and 
Barclays of Britain and Societe 
Generate of France. 

The U.N. mandate expires at 
the end of the year but U.N. and 
Iraqi officials say Baghdad is re- 
luctant to extend it as long as it is 
under pressure to accept Resolu- 
tion 706 which would allow it to 
seD $1.6 billion of crude oil. 

Baghdad says that after deduc- 
tion of war reparations, payment 
for U.N. staff and other adminis- 
trative costs, it would have little 
more than $900 of its own money. 


It says it would prefer to baiter 
ofl for food supplies as those on 
(he trade ministry list which are 
for subsidised rations sold at a 
franction of prices on the ram- 
pant free market. 

Qadissiya accused Washington 
of using Resolution 706 to 
achieve what It could not 
achieve in the Gulf war. 

“This suspicious resolution is 
trying to drive a wedge between 
the Iraqi people and its lead- 
ership represented by the symbol 
of its leader Saddam Hussein,” it 


The resolution would “control 
its oil wealth and steal its hard 
currency revenues,” it added. 

Washington, it said, wanted to 
“divide Iraq’s nation and geog- 
raphical unity and impose politic- 
al trusteeship upon it.” 

Iraq says drug shortages caused 
by the sanctions are killing 
thousands of people. The govern- 
ment says it has placed orders for 
$40 mini on worth of medicine 
with British firms akme which 
have not been met because its 
assets are frozen. 

The blockade has cut Iraq’s 
trade Knl« with the rest of the 
world apart from food items 
which It can, in theory, import 
without U.N. permission. 


Hersh rejects hoaxer 
report over Maxwell 


LONDON (AP) — Author 
Seymour Hersh said Sunday his 
book, about Israel’s nuclear arms 
programme was already 3 gpb- 
lished when he had contact with a 
hoaxer reportedly churning^ to 
have .fooled, him, the-dotg&stic 
hews agency Press Association 
reported. 

The Sunday Times said a hoax- 
er misled Mr. Hersh with in- 
formation about the late pub- 
lisher Robert Maxwell’s alleged 
> involvement with Israel in the 
case of Moidecfaai Vanunu. 


Mr. Hersh’ s book, the “the 
. Samson Option,” says Mr. Max- 
well was dose to Israel’s fop 
; leadership and took part in a 
campaign to discredit Mr. Vanu- 
nn, an Israeli technician who re- 
» vealed Israeli nudear secrets to 
the Sunday Tunes in 1986. 

It also says Nicholas Davies, 
< then foreign editor of Mr. Max- 

- well’s Daily Minor, was in- 
;. strumental in betraying Mr. 

Vanunu to Israeli agents. 

• Mr. Maxwell and Mr. Davies 
: denied the allegations and filed 
libel suits against Mr. Hersh and 
f his publisher Faber and Faber, 
. who countersued, 
v On Nov. 12, Faber and Faber 
Chairman Matthew Evans held a 
\ news conference. He read a state- 
ly ment from Mr. Hersh about evi- 
’ dence reportedly from a detective 
~ who said Mr. Davies had con- 

- suited with him about wiretap- 
ping a Sunday Times reporter 

~ working on the Vanunu story. 

The same day, a British law- 
. maker, Rupert Allason, said he 

- had been told that Mr. Hersh had 
■ evidence of a telephone call made 

to Mr. Maxwell from the Geneva 
’ hotel where Mr. Davies pur- 
, portedly met with the detective. 

The Sunday Tones and two 
> other Sunday newspapers re- 


ported this week that the pur- 
ported detective was a known 
hoaxer named Joe Flynn. The 
Stitidfiy Times quoted ’Flyrtn as 
saying it was all a ruse*- «**• • 
1 “Lam a compan,” Flynn was 
reported to have said. 

According to Press Associa- 
tion, Mr. Hersh said Flynn “initi- 
ated contact on OcL 28, 1991, 
eight days after publication of 
‘the Samson Option.’ I had no 
previous contact with him and he 
was not a source for anything in 
the book.” 

Mr. Hersh also was quoted as 
saying he never wrote or asserted 
Mr. Maxwell was involved with 
Israeli intelligence or “played a 
role in leading the Israeli govern- 
ment to Mordechai Vanunu.” 

Mr. Hersh also denied state- 
ments attributed to him in the 
Sunday Times article this 
weekend, Press Association said. 
The agency did not say whether 
Mr. Hersh specified which state- 
ments be was referrin g to. 

Mr. Maxwell, 68, died Nov. 5 
while cruising in Ins yacht in the 
Canary Islands. His body was 
found in the ocean hours after he 
was reported missing from his 
cabin. Final results of an autopsy 
have not yet been revealed. 
Reuter adds: The widow of Mr. 
Maxwell, found floating in the 
sea nearly two weeks ago, said 
Sunday it was possible her hus- 
band had simply slipped off his 
yacht while it was erttismg near 
the Canary Islands. 

“I think it is very, very possible 
that be slipped,” Elisabeth Max- 
well said in a live interview with a 
private French television station. 

She said she had been on the 
yacht, the Lady Ghislame, In 
calm seas and the vessel had still 
rolled. “Falling off that yacht was 
not impossible.” 


Mubarak to 
discuss 
Libya 
charges 
in Europe 


CAIRO (R) — Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak left Monday 
for a European tour during which 
he is expected to raise Western 
charges that Libyan intelligence 
agents blew a Pan Am airliner out 
of the sky over Scotland in 1968. 

Mr. Mubarak, who has formed 
a dose relationship with Libya’s 
Muammar Qadhafi in the past 
two years, was originally ex- 
pected to concentrate on Egypt’s 
economic r efo rm plan, foreign 
debt rescheduling and the Middle 
East peace process. 

But Mr. Mubarak aides said 
the allegations against Libya 
would now figure on the agenda. 

“Of course the dispute with 
Libya will arise several times dur- 
ing President Mubarak’s talks,” 
an official accompanying the 
Egyptian leader told Reuters be- 
fore he left for Rome. 


Mr. Mubarak's tour was 
arranged before the charges 
against Libya emerged last week 
but diplomats said die issue was 
expected to come up during bis 
talks in both Paris and Rome. 

Arab League Secretary Gener- 
al Esmat Abdul Meguid said in 
remarks published in A1 Akhbar 
newspaper that the league was in 
touch with several parties to try 
to “contain the crisis between 
Libya and some Western states.” 


“Any external threats to a 
member state are rejected,” Dr. 
Abdul Meguid, an Egyptian, 
added. 

Egypt, Washington’s strongest 
Arab ally, has not officially com- 
mented on the charges but has 
asked to. study evidence of 
Libya’s alleged involvement in 
bomb blast which killed all 2S9 
people on the Pan Am plane and 
11 people on foe ground. 

A Western diplomat in Cairo 
said Washington and London had 
strong evidence implicating two 
Libyan intelligence agents but 
added: “I do not think the United 
States and its Western allies will 
strike Libya now.” , 

Libya has deflfed foe fchttrges 
"but U -Sr 1 Presidefxt^ebfge Bush 
has said he would -consult Other 
world leaders cnrpoffiible^ retalia- 
tion. 

Egypt, which fought a brief 
border war with Libya in 1977, 
turned down a request by 
Washington in 1986 either to join 
a military strike against Libya or 
provide facilities for U.S. planes 
which carried out the operation. 

Egyptian ties with Libya 
started improving in October 
1989 when Col. Qadhafi, the 
harshest critic of Cairo's 1979 
peace treaty with Israel, visited 
Egypt 

Col. Qadhafi and Mr. Mubarak 
have visited each other’s coun- 
tries several times and foe num- 
ber of Egyptians now working 
and living in Libya has grown to 
more than a million. 

Diplomats said Cairo insisted 
in 1989 that “con taming" Palesti- 
nian radical leader Abu Nidal, 
bom Sabri Bana, was a prere- 
quisite for improving ties with 
Libya. 

Abn Nidal, one of the world’s 
most feared and wanted men in 
foe eyes of Washington, was later 
reported to have been put under 
house arrest in a Libyan hospital 
and then deported to Iraq. 

Paris-based Radio Monte Car- 
lo said Friday Egypt had made an 
urgent appeal to the United 
States not to take military action 
against Libya. A state-owned 
Cairo daily, A1 Gmhouria, called 
on Mr. Bush Sunday not to use 
force against Libya. 

Mr. Mubarak will also visit 
Pope John Paul in the Vatican 
and address foe European Parlia- 
ment. 


‘March of one million 9 
clogs Damascus streets 


DAMASCUS (AP) — Hundreds 
of thousands of Syrians waving 
pictures of President Hafez A1 
Assad and chanting his name 
marched Monday through the 
streets of Damascus in a massive 
show of support. 

The rally, dubbed ‘’foe March 
of the One Million,” brought 
traffic to a standstill on several 
ma m thoroughfares in this city of 
four million. 

The demo n st ra tion came a d ay 
after the parliament voted unani- 
mously to appoint Mr. Assad for 
a fourth, seven-year term in 
office. 

Mr. Assad, 61 seized power in 
a bloodless coup on Nov. 16, 
1970. He officially became presi- 
dent in March 1971? 

Under the Syrian constitution, 
the vote of foe parliament, or 
people’s council, must be en- 
dorsed in a public referendum. 
The vote has been scheduled for 
Dec. 2. 

The rally also comes as Syria 
and other Arab states have begun 
talks with Israel under U.S. and 
Soviet sponsorship. The confer- 
ence currently is in recess after its 
Oct. 30 opening in Madrid, 
Spain. 

The marchers carried banners, 
flags, flowers and posters pictur- 
ing Mr. Assad looking somber or 
smiling. The mood was festive, 
with teenage girls waving pom- 
poms and children scampering 
among the marchers. 


“Yes to the hero of peace,” 
one banner said. “Here’s to the 
one who built modern Syria,” 
said another. 

Thousands shouted a chant 
over and over: “Hafez Assad, 
symbol of Arab revolution.” 

Some of die marchers were 
men in business suits, others were 
in headdresses, still others wore 
foe baggy pants of peasants. 
Women in short skirts and fluffy 
sweaters marched alongside 
others in foe scarves and gray 
overcoats of observant Muslims. 

The march culminated in a 
rally at the Omayyad traffic drcte 
in front of foie Hafez Assad 
National Library. Political 
speeches were broadcast live on 
the state-controlled television 
and radio. 

Marwan Sheikown, a member 
of parliament, told the cheering 
crowd that at least one irtiDion 
had come. 

Abdullah AI Ahmar, assistant 
secretary-general of foe ruling 
Arab Baafo Socialist Party, told 
the rally that Mr. Assad “was the 
leader for whom our people and 
nation waited for a long time.” 

“His presence was necessary 
for our struggle and for marching 
towards unity, liberty and social- 
ism,” Mr. Al Ahmar said. 

He said the Baafo Party lead- 
ership's decision to nominate Mr. 
Assad for a fo u rth term in office 
“was in response to the will of our 
people” ami was reflected in die 



Hafez Al Assad 


huge turnout for the rally. 

Shops and government offices 
were dosed to allow employees 
to participate in the demonstra- 
tion. 

Newspapers were full of stories 
and editorials in praise of Mr. 


The Al Baafo daily, published 
by ruling 'party, carried a red 
banner headline reading “Yes to 
the symbol of our nation and the 
leader of our march.” 

The government-run Tishrin 
called on the public to “merge 
with their leader.” 

It added: “There is no leader 
like President Assad to restore 
Arab rights and to make the 
world face its responsibilities in 
implementing foe U.N. Resolu- 
tions." 


Turkish coalition talks 
stumble oyer cabinet list 



ANKARA (R) — Turkey’s 
Prime Minister-designate Suley- 
man. Demirel delayed plans to 
submit a cabinet fist to President 
Target Ozal Monday after a 
wrangle with his coalition partner 
over government seats. 

Mr. Demirel, leader of the 
True Path Party (DYP), and So- 
cial Democrat Populist Party 
(SHP) chief Erdal Inonu both 
said they hoped to find a com- 
promise soon. 

They agreed last week on plans 
for democratic and human rights 
re for ms and other social, econo- 
mic and security policies. 

But talks hit a snag on Sunday 
over how to distribute 32 cabinet 
posts between the two parties. 
Mr. Demirel cancelled a Monday 
appointment with Mr. Ozal, who 
must approve the cabinet list. 

“We could not reach an agree- 
ment on foe construction of the 
government,” DYP Secretary- 
General Gokberk Ergenekou 
said. 

“We are trying to reach a 
compromise. I believe there is a 
high possibility of one being 
found,” Mr. Demirel told Anato- 
lian news agency late Sunday. 

Oct. 20 parliamentary elections 
ended eight years of Motherland 
Party rule. 

The DYP won 178 seats in the 
450-member assembly. Mother- 
land 115 and the SHP 88. Sixty- 
two seats went to ultra-rightwing 
and fundamentalist parties, 
which have since dissolved their 


electoral alliance, and seven to 
the Democratic Left party. 

“We need some more time to 
think and discuss. I hope an 
agreement will be reached soon," 
Mr. Inonu told reporters Mon- 
day. 

Newspapers said the SHP was 
bolding out for 14 cabinet seats 
and wanted the economy and 
education portfolios. 

“This is not going to be a 
coalition between a bigger and a 
smaller party. This wits be a 
government in which partners 
will carry equal responsibility,” 
Mr. Inonu said. “It cannot take 
long because the formation of a 
government cannot wait.” 

If Mr. Demirel fails to win an 
accord with the SHP, he may 
seek a new election rather than 
ali g nin g with Motherland. or the 
fun damentalis t Welfare Party, an 
influential columnist said. 

“After the snag in the talks, foe 
DYP has decided to go for early 
elections if Demirel runs out of 
coalition options,*’ Ertugrul 
Ozkok wrote in the mass- 
circulation Hurriyet daily. 

Outgoing Prime Minister and 
Motherland Party leader Mead 
Yflmaz said Monday he would 
welcome another election if Mr. 
Demirel could not put together a 
coalition government. 

The constitution empowers 
Mr. Ozal to call new po&s if a 
government cannot be formed 
within 45 days of the first session 
of the new parliament. 
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Crown Prince urges symmetry 


(C on ti nue d from page 1) 


economic uncertainty and meager re- 
sources. 

In addition to foe direct financial 
losses to its economy doe to the Gulf 
crisis, Jordan has to pay the costs of 
foe influx in terms of education, 
health, boosing, municipal and public 
services, and new Job opportunities. 
Heavy investment is needed in all of 
these areas. 

The total financial resources re- 
quired to barely safeguard the current 
standard of living are estimated at 
$45 billion. I would ask you to 
compare this figure with brad’s cur- 
rent estimates for the influx of appro- 
ximately 346,000 Soviet jews: $10 
bffion in bousing loon guarantees 
alone. To put these figures on a 
human scale: Israel has used a criteria 
of about $30,000 per. bead, just for 
housing, JlOjui, guarantees. By ap- 
plymg tbc same griemJto foe case of 
Jorda n'/ 'needed 

The. Chib -6f r _Rome discourse has 
been a humane one, throughout 
which global problems have been 
considered through focus an the hu- 
man person. It is against this back- 
ground that I call on you to recognise 
the human (fimensious of the exodus 
of migrants which Jordan is shoulder- 
ing. 

The past days have witnessed a 
momentous event. Arabs and Israelis 
have met face to face in Madrid to 
engage in an attempt to achieve that 
elusive and noble goal, a just and 
lasting settlement of the Arab-bradi 
dispute. The road to resolution prom- 
ises to be long and difficult, for foe 
conflict is a tragedy that has taken a 
massive human toil. The major vic- 
tims of the Middle East conflict have 
been civilians: foe elderly, women 
and children. I would take this oppor- 
tunity to add my voice to that of 
Pteadent Bush, who made an elo- 
quent plea at the Madrid conference 
for the children of the Middle East. I 
pray that we are indeed witnes si ng a 
watershed in oar history, the start of 
an age when children in our area wfl] 
carry no longer foe burdens of foe 
scourge of war. 

There are instances in the history, of 
nations when momentous and diffi- 
cult choices must be made. Israel is 
presently at such a crossroads. It may 
either continue illegally to occupy 
Arab lands, continue to deny foe 
Palestinians their right to a dignified 
existence on their ancestral sod, and 
tints continue to live in the dark 
shadows of conflict and siege mental- 
ity for generations to come. It may 
alternatively choose foe challenge of 
progress, opting for peace and 
coexistence with its Arab neighbours, 
which is ultimately the only path that 
security. The Arabs 


never arise again. The world awaits a 
positive Israeli response: the engage- 
ment in and commitment to peace 
without which aO aspects of the con- 
flict must remain irresolvable. 

I took notice of an hem in the Club 
of Rome ‘'Declaration Of Responsi- 
bility" pertaining to the need to main- 
tain groups, cultures or societies. 

It has been dismaying to identify a 
tendency among some thinkers to- 
wards the proposition that the wars of 
the future will be cultural wars, and 
that the threat to die more developed 
nations will cook from the south, ami 
in particular, from Islamic countries. 
This idea is rooted in an assessment of 
Arab and Muslim culture that pre- 
sents it as a threatening, implacably 
hostile monolith. This Ignores the 
diversity, the plurality and the areas 
of commonlity that bind East with 
West. The Holy Quran says: “O 
mankind, we have created you male 
and female and have made you na- 
tions add tribes that you may know 
one another. Verily, the most boo- 
bthedr^mdog yM in the right of God 
is thc 'most righteous. God is all- 
knowing, all-aware.” (49/13). The 
possibility of fruitful cross cultural 
exchange and enrichment between 
multiple cultural systems may be li- 
mned by the political and economic 
monopoly of foe West in this in- 
creasingly unipolar world. I am sure 
that Latin Americans share the same 
concern. , 

An examination of the “security 
dilemma,” a concept of recent politic- 
al science, may prove useful in this 
context. It relates to a situation in 
which two or more states are locked 
in an arms race with foe motive of 
'enhancing their security. With each 
step up in the aiming process, the 
other state responds with a higher 
threshold of commitments, ensuring 


continuous incremental escalation. 
Thus, the pursuit of security paradox- 
ically leads only to greater insecurity. 

I would like to relate this model to 
cultural relations. As members of one 
cultural group resort to a rigid fun- 
damentalism with a confrontational 
and reductionist view of other cul- 
tures, animosity, acrimony and even 
conflict may result. Such a result, as 
with the ‘security dilemma* model, 
gives rise only to isolation, and cot to 
the real development and cultural 
growth that cadi society seeks and 
requires. Having said that, the right 
of each and every society to affirm a 
cultural identity must be upheld. 1 
applaud Latin American thinkers 
who have made singular contributions 
in elaborating communications and 
cultural dependency models related 
to paradigms describing the processes 
of economic dependency. 

1 have called .for a “new order of 
understanding of the Arab Muslim 
.World.” Such. an. order demands a 
new agenda, for the . next century 
-'^rtneh tidkleS' the survival' issues: 
-global worthing, the' loss of species, 
deforestation, and the question of 
water scarcity in a planet soon to be 
the borne of ten billion people. 

• Equally, such an order must involve a 
more humanised approach in foe way 
journalists cover events in a part of 
the globe where the local cultural 
miliea differs from the prevailing 
culture. 

We in Jordan believe strongly in 
the need to establish greater symmet- 
ry in cultural relations. We have 
accordingly been engaged in inter- 
faith dialogues encompassing the* 
Judeo-Christian and Islamic tradi- 
tions. We believe that the values and 
moral substance that these religious 
embody wifl contribute to the emerg- 
ence of a more humane global order. 


and foe inteinational community at 
large have agreed together on the 
need to solve this dispute in the 
context of an opportunity which may 


Waite, Suntherland released 


(Cootlniwd from page 1) 

napped by Israelis in 1989, in 
exchange for its missing service- 
men. 

At U.N. headquarters, 
Secretary-General Perez de Cuel- 
lar said Monday that Gian- 
domenico Piece, Ins personal en- 
voy in Beirut, confirmed the re- 
lease of the two hostages. 

The U.N. chief confirmed the 
releases through his spokes- 
woman, Nadia Younes, after be 
conferred by telephone with Mr. 
Picco. 

Earlier, Mr. Perez de Cuellar 
confirmed that he has been 
offered the release of all hostages 
by Christmas. 

“That is what I have been 
offered by the groups, as well as 
by foe Iranian government, which 
has always given me very strong 
support, as well as the Syrian 


government,” he said in answer 
to a reporter’s question. 

The release of Mr. Waite and 
Mr. Sutherland leaves three 
Americans, two Germans and an 
Italian known to be missing in 
Lebanon. 

Hie original announcement of 
the release came in a statement 
delivered by Islamic Jihad to a 
Western news agency in Beirut. 


His brother-in-law, David 
Murray, told reporters in Iowa 
that Mr. Sutherland's wife, Jean, 
had called to say “that she had 
some confirmation and she was 
going to be speaking with the 
State Department.” 

Jean Sutherland, who has lived 
in Beirut since his abduction, left 
the Lebanese capital for the Un- 
ited States on Sunday to attend 
the funeral of her 80-year-old 
father. He died Saturday. 


Syrian team arrives today 


(Continued from page 1) 


and date for the bilateral Arab- 
Isradd talks and on the timing for 
multilateral talks with Israel. 

Moves for closer coordination 
between the three parties came 
after Syria and the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
announced last week that they 
had healed an eight-year rift. 

Jordan has said it will attend 
the multilateral talks, scheduled 
for December, but it said it will 
not sign any final agreement with 
Israel without tangible progress 
on foe Palestinian problem. The 
Palestinian side is reportedly clos- 
er to foe Syrian position, which 
insists on progress to be achieved 
on the bilateral front before en- 
tering multilateral talks. 

“There are some differences 
among the parties towards the 
thud stage of the negotiations 
and we are discussing this in 
detail/’ said Mr. Erek&t without 
elaboration. 

The Jordanian team Monday 
met to “assign responsibilities” to 
individual members and to 
finalise changes in the composi- 
tion of the delegation, informed 
sources said. 


London, Mohairinucd' AT Adrian 


Sharon says settlements threatened 


(Continued from page 1) 


according to the desires of the 
Americans, something which is 
diametrically opposed totheposi- 
tne&of the government,” Mr. 
Sharon said on army radio Mon- 
day. 

Some Palestinian leaders are 
threatening to discountinue the 
peace talks that began three 
weeks ago in Madrid unless set- 
tlement construction was halted. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
has refused to bait settlement 
construction, saying the issue 
should be left for negotiations. 

Finance ministry spokesman 
Eli Yoseph said his ministry had 
transferred 500 million shekels 
($208 million) to the housing 
ministry Sunday as part of the 
1991 btudget. 

“I don’t know what be wants,” 
Mr. Yoseph said of Mr. Sharon. 

Mr. Yoseph said the funds 
were for written contracts only 
and not for paying off verbal 
agreements between the bousing 
ministry and building contractors. 

Mr. Sharon told the Maariv 
newspaper that contractors would 
not be paid. 



.exhibit' 


Although the sources said last 
minute changes were stiD possible 
in the delegation’s make-up, they 
said five new members have been 
introduced to replace delegates 
who attended in the Madrid 
conference. They said at least two 
seats remained vacant. 

The new delegates indude for- 
mer Supply Minister and Econo- 
mic Advisor at the Prime Minis- 
try Fayez Tarawneh, Marwan 
Muasher, the official spokesman 
for the -delegation in Madrid, 
water specialist Munther Hadda- 
deen, former head of the Depart- 
metn for Palestinian Affairs 
Ahmad Qatanani and Badri AI 
Mulki, former head of the De- 
partment of Land and Surveys. 

The sources said -Jordan’s 
ambassadors to Moscow ajsd 
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as Mohammad Ban! Ham, 
secretary-general of the Ministry 
of Municipalities and Rural 
Affairs and the Environment, 
have been replaced. 

The names of the other two 
delegates that would be replaced 
according to this change could 
not be obtained by die Jordan 
Times. 
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“There is no choke but to 
cease construction activity ... in 
all its stages, immediately upon 
tiie return of the prime minister 
to the country if a solution is not 
found,” Mr. Sharon said. 

Mr. Shamir is on a 10-day visit 
to die United States, and Mr. 
Sharon’s statements appeared to 
be an attempt to force the prime 
minister into craning down on las 
side in the dispute. 

The dimensions of the Sharoor 
Modai feud became dear in 
September when Mr. Sharon was 
speaking of building at least 
16,000 housing units in the occu- 
pied territories, and Mr. Modai 
said his budget envisaged 3,000 at 
most. 

At the time, Mr... Modai 
claimed Mr. Sharon’s cadenshw 
construction drive would nee- 
dlessly arouse U.S. anger. . 

A bousing ministry statement 
said Mr. Sharon’s threatened 
freeze would affect 75,350 homes 
under construction in the occu- 
pied West Bank, Gaza Strip and 
Golan Heights, as well as^the 
Arab and Jewish sectors of ten*- 
salem, and the Naqab Desert and 
Galilee. 
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19:23 News in Hebrew 

2940 News in Arabic 

2fc30 Who's tbe Boss 

21:H Onr House 

Z2M News in EngBsfa 

w.-w ................. Colombo 

raAYRRTHES 

9*35 Fair 

05-34 (Sunrise) Doha 

11:19 Dfanhr 

M.-19 *Asr 

IfotS Maghreb 

18*4 ~ 'Uhl 

CHURCHES 

SL Mm? arNnarcUi Church Swdfkfa. 
Td. 810740 

AasemhHea of God Church, Td. 
632785. 

St Joseph Chun* TeL 824590. 
Church of the Ai— riHim Td. 
637440. 

Da la Safe Cburdi TeL 661757 


Chnrch at the 
6Z3S41. 


Tel: 622366 


TeL 


628543. 

Aimak 

771331. 


TeL 625383. TeL 



Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1) 


Other Flights (Terminal Q 


TeL 


775261. 

SL Epfaraha Chnrch Td. 771751 


TeL 


«fc5S 


Td. 


68S326. 

Ffjpiaiil Lutheran Church Teh 
811295. 

The Ctedi of Jean Chrfct at Latter- 

Vmy M Td. 823824. 6S4932. 
Cbnh at the Nnrae TeL 675691. 


Yesterday’s high temperatu res: Am- 
man 22, Aqaba 27. Humidity readings: 
Amman 41 per ceat, Aqaba 35 per 


ZAKQA: 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 


Bi&eim sap pBedbytbcDepartiaeatof 

Meteorology. 


It wiB be partly cloudy and them wfll 
be a chance for sc at te red s bow us of 
rain, partka hi iy in the northern parti 
of the coontry. A drop hi te mpcratn ua 
it espated and winds wiB be south- 
westerly mod erate so fresh. 

In Aqaba, it wifl be partly doudy 
and dusty, and winds wB be northerly 
moderate and seas calm. 
Mhr.Anax.temp. 

Amman ...... 8/19 

Aqdte 13/25 

Deserts 5/20 

Iordan VaDej 15/25 


NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Sahnan Daboubi 7767S1 

Dr. Mohammad Sawwa .... 732056 

Dr. Mohammad Manaa 741444 

Dr. Joseph Imslh 770560 

Fira* pharmacy 661912 

Ferdowa pharmacy 778336 

AIAsema pharmacy 637055 

Nahoukh pharmacy 623672 

AlSalam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoob pharmacy 644945 

S famdiad pharmacy 637660 

ntKEfc 

Dr. Abdul Mapd Gbarateb . ..... (— ) 

A] Sanaa' p ha r ma cy (775825; 


Food Control Centre 

CM1 Defence Department 

Civil Ctefen c c Imm e dia te 

Rescue 

Ova Defence Emergency 

Rerac Police 192.621111,637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

High w ay Police 843402 

Trirffic Police 896390 

Fabfk: Security Depanmeat 630321 

Hotel Contpbrints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Wafer and Sewe rage 

...... ........I 

AflHXlSn M nniriy ur ny 

COHiptaiw t i 

Telephone information 

(d ire c to r y ass fata n c e ) 

Overseas CaBs 


... <-) 
985417 

Repain 

Abdafl Telephone Repain .. 

... 623101 
... 661101 
... 773111 

1 

637111 

Radio Jordan 

Water AuUwrity 

Jordan Eketehaty Authority 

...774111 
... 680100 
... 815615 

661111 

Company ......... ......... 

...636381 

630341 
.... 199 

RJ Flight Information 

Queen Alia KntL Airport- 

08-53200 

08-53200 


HOSPITALS 


,897467 


,787111 


... 121 
010230 


AMMAN: 

Hnmein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khatidi Maternity, J. Amu ... 644281/6 
AkBcfa Maternity. J.Amn.... 642441/2 

labal Amman Maternity 642362 

Ma&as, J. Amman 636140 

Pidcstmc. Shmcbaoi 664171/4 

Shmcaanl Hospital 669131 

Uaftmsizy Hospital 84SB4S 

Al-Mnasher HorpAal 667227/9 

TheLdamk. Abdah 666127/37 

Al-Ahh, Abdah ................ 664164/6 


Italian. Al-Miihajieen 777101/3 

Al-Badnr, J. Ashrafieh 775111/26 

Army, Marks 891611/15 

Ooccn Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Anil Hospital 674155 

ZAKQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa Natkmal Hospital .. (09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

AUfiksra Modern Hospital (09)990990 

BUBfc 

Princess Banna Hospital ..... (02)775555 

Greek Cubofc Hospital (02)272275 

Dbn A! Makes Homitsl (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)314111 

FOSTHETBAVELUER 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This information it mp ptkd by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) mfo n na tfao depart- 
ment at (be Queen Aha tatcma t tooid! 
Airport Td. (08)53200-5, whore it 
sbootd ahtays be verified 


... Sgapore, Knah Lumpur ( 

Aqaba ( 

Muscat. Dubai j 

Doha, Bahrain ( 

17:95 New York. Montreal ( 

Frankfort Belgrade 

iTr?ipoii| 


I8SI FhrisMR 

•MS ..Bodnot(RO} 


Uppetflowcr price m 
Apple 


Other nights (Terminal 2) 




1«5 Beirut (ME) 

HAS Bucharest (MS) 


C ncu mbm (large) . 
Oacwnbeta (saaaB) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

(Terminal i) 

•7:*8 Aqaba (RJ) 

19s39 - London (RJ) 

lfc« TtipoH(RJ) 

11:99 Vienna, Frankfort I 

1LM Belgrade, Madrid | 

1131 .... Amsterdam, New York ( 

11*5 Rome Madrid! 

Hdl - Genera, Paris! 

29*9 Jeddah! 

29:13 Dhahtinj 

*39 Abo Dubai, Dofae|( 

21:15 ........................ Larnaca) 

21:15 Damascus ( 


Grapes 

Gem ........ 

Lemon ..... 

Marrow (huge) . 
Marrow (anil) , 

Okra 

Onion (dry) 

Pepper (hoc) 

Pepper (sweet) 
Potato 


. 5007490 
. 550 /500 
. 850/650 
. 160/120 
.. mm 
. 180/120 
. 360 / 320 
. 280/Z2D 
. 800/700. 
. 900/800 
. 590/400 
.. 180/120 
. 160/120 
. 350/300 
. 850 / 750 
. 170/120 
.320/260 


Sweet melon . 

Tomatoes 


Waterme l on 


490 / 400/ 
, 3O0 /2M. 
:eoo/3ML 

it 220/160- 

, 201.290- 

,420/360 

mM2 8 
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HELIPORT INAUGURATION 

— Hh Majesty Khg n « « wf i n 
Monday kaaguite d the hefl- 
copter services headquarters of 
thePphBe Se uuliy D ep artment 
(PSD) at Marta and the adja- 
cent heliport. Hie PSD posses- 
ses three heficopters, a gttt 
from Germany tohdpinpolke 
work. The heHcnpters operatr 
bag hi the country help Jordan 
combat drag toaflkfciag opera- 
tions. and prevent ' 


— a "ro Wll g and a 


a cross Its border with neigh- 
bouring coBBtib . Preert ai 
the cercanu ny wtfli the Wng 
wore Their Royal Highnesses 
Princes AbdnBah and Faisal, 
Prime Minister Taker Masri, 
Chief at the Royal Conrt Sharif 
Zcsd Ben Shaker, Army CUef 
of Staff Marshal Fafld Abo 
Taleb and other nfflrlate fan 
ahffihw to Geiiiiiftu ambassa- 
dor to Jordan Heinrich Reiners 
German team. 



HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Petra exhibition opens 

AMMAN (Petra) — Her Highness Princess Wijdan Afi, chairper- 
son of the Royal Society of Fme Arts, Monday opened at the 
French Cultural Centre a photography exhibition entitled, “Petra 
in Natural Abstraction” by students at the National Gallery of 
Fine Arts. The two-week exhibition included 68 coloured photos 
depicting die beauty of the Nabatean city of Petra. The opening 
ceremony was attended by die French ambassador in Amman, 
Denis Bouchard, and the French cultural attache. 

Plight of children discussed 

CAIRO (Petra) — Iordan, along with Arab, Asian and African 
countries, took part in a se minar on “Taking Care of Children in 
Rural Areas” which concluded in Cairo Sunday. Jordan’s 
delegation to the seminar comprised Deputy Secretary General of 
the Social Development Kfitmtry Abdul Rahim Salam and 
Director of the Social Development in Madaba District Adel 
ffijazeen, who presented a paper on the services of special 
education in Jordan. The paper dealt with classifying disabilities 
among die handicapped, disability causes, ways of protection 
from them and die legal situation of the handicapped in the 
Kingdom. The seminar stressed in its recommendations the need 
to exchange expertise among member states of the Afro- Asian 
Rural Development Organisation, which organised the seminar in 
the field of cfaftd care..*-. ■■ j: : • • 

Bank provides 53 ioans 

AMMAN (Petra) ~ The Industrial Development Bank (IDB) 
has extended S3 loans worth ID 317,400 to finance several 
projects in various parts of the country. Seventeen loans worth 


JD 120,500 were extended to finance equipping medical climes 
and laboratories, 13 loans worth JD 68,900 for the establishment 
of tricot and knit-wear factories, five worth JD 34,300 to establish 
restaurants and bakeries, and the rest of the loans were granted to 
other industrial and services projects. 

Problems In food production discussed 

AMMAN (Petra) — Participants in a three-day seminar on the 
“Role of Cooperatives in Ensuring Food Security in the Arab 
World” Monday discussed several working papers on marketing 
food products, die role of marketing in developing and increasing 
production of cooperatives and other papers dealing with the 
problems of marketing in the Arab World and introducing 
solutions to them. The seminar, which was opened Sunday, is 
organised by the Jordan Cooperative Organisation in cooperation 
with the Arab Federation for Food Industries. 

NAF provides JD 4,455,058 

AMMAN (Petra) — The National Aid Fund (NAF) extended 
during the. past 10 months JD 4,455,058 to needy famili es in the 
Kingdom, according to an NAF source. The sources said 
JD 3,293,026 were extended as recurrent aid to 16,014 needy 
families, 1,985 cases of which started to get aid from NAF only 
this year. Of the total amount, JD 1,080 ,216 were extended to 740 
cases to help them start their own income-generating projects, the 
sources said. According to the source, JD 814,144 were extend e d 
to the needy in Amman, JD 199,793 in Irbid, JD 330,690 in 
Mafraq, JD 379,000 in Karak, JD 243,711 in Tafileh, JD 441,058 
in Maan Governors te, JD 207,352 in Zarqa Govcroorate, 
JD 261,915 in Al Koora District and JD 236,543 in Al Balqa 
Gove m orat e . 


contract NRA signs geology project 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
French Department of Re- 
search in Minerals and Geolo- 
gy Monday signed an agree* 
ment with the Natural Re- 
sources Authority (NRA) 
under which tbe_fonner will 
implement the NRA’s econo- 
mic geology project. 


The project will be financed 
with one million European cur- 
rency units (ECU) to be pro- 
vided as a grant from die Euro- 
pean Community (EC). 

The economic geology pro- 
ject will investigate the best 
means to exploit the ecooomk: 
potential of Jordan’s non-oil 


Australian college to 
promote exchanges with 
Jordanian universities 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Victoria Col- 
lege of Australia is launching an 
initiative to coo p er a te with Jorda- 
nian uni ver si ties for exchanges of 
students, academic plans and 
materia] and other resources. 

Professor William Logan, dean 
of the college’s Faculty of Arts, 
wifl be visiting Jordan in next 
month to bold talks with officials 
at the University of Jordan and 
Yarmouk University. 

A letter from a Victoria Col- 
lege said that during the visit 
between Dec. 14 and Dec. 22, 
Professor Logan will have de- 
tailed discussions cm bilateral 
cooperation with Jor dani a n offi- 
cials. It w hoped that through 
such educational and cultural 
contacts, a better understanding 
and closer ties between Victoria 
College, which will become a 
full-fledged uni v ersi ty in January 
1992, and the two Jordanian uni- 


versities win emerge, the letter 
said. 

The letter noted that the Facul- 
ty of Arts at Victoria College will 
be offering two travelling scho- 
larships for two students from die 
double degree course in business 
and Arabic. The two students, it 
said, would do an intensive short 
course in Arabic at tbe Language 
Centre at Yarmouk University 
between Dec. 14 and Jan. 23. 

The letter announced that Vic- 
toria College would establish a 
centre for Arabic and Middle 
Eas* studies at its Faculty of Arts 
in order to enhance the standing 
of die Faculty of Arts, to provide 
a structure which identifies and 
coordinates available resources 
within tbe college, to conduct 
short courses for external efient 
groups and to encourage and 
promote staff and student ex- 
changes. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings arc compiled tt^m^tUybuilc^and 
tbe daily Arabic press. Readers are tnfnsed to venfy tbe bated 
tune and place with tbe concerned institutions. 


☆ ExfafMtkw entitled “Graphic Arts rf ttejte’it rom the 
federal RepabBc of Genaayy) atfbe AbdxAHm **&\ Bhamaw 
' Foundation gallery (open from 10 to 5 p-m.) 

* entitled “Goethe Forest” at Yanaonk University, 

ftr Art exHb&foa by Worn Al Turk and Ahbm AI Turk at the 
Royal CaRnral Centre. ^ 

it Krirfhfflon of cfcBdren’S paintings ampuawn da g th e 3rd 
amiveraary of the declaration of the state off Pdestfae at the 
Royal Culture Centre. 


☆ Lecture entitled ‘Tent Architecture” by Dr. Abdri Bah 
Abdine at the Goethe Institute — 7 pjn. 


mineral resources. Tbe project 
win cover three areas of com- 
mercial interest: 

— Quarry management and 
marketing of ornamental 
stones, 

— Copper mining prospects 
in the Wadi Araba area, and 
— Geochemical prospecting 
of tbe Aqaba/Araha complex 
(south-east Jordan) for sul- 
phide metals, rare earths ele- 
ments and precious metals. 

EC funds will provide tbe 
project with European assist- 
ance in management, market- 
ing, mming, minerals econo- 
mics, prospecting, economic 
geofogy and geochemistry. The 
technical assistance team will 
help in die transfer of know- 
how and initiating the develop- 
ment of mineral deposits. 


In addition to specialised 
equipment, NRA staff will be- 
nefit from specialised semi- 
nars, training in Jordan and 
Europe and post-graduate 
e du ca ti on to study appropriate 
minerals economics and re- 
lated subjects. 

It is expected that the pro- 
ject. which extends for two 
years, wiQ result in an increase 
in Jordan’s mining output, gre- 
ter raw material self- 
sufficiency and stimulation of 
industrial activity at ah levels, 
including village-based arti- 
sans. 

The agreement was signed 
by NRA Director General 
Kama! Jreisai and Le Lann on. 
behalf of the French depart- 
ment. 


AL ISTIKUL CLUB continues to present 

Ukrainia Ballet Group 

in concert 



at the Palace of Culture Al Hussein Sports City at 8 p.m. on: 

Tuesday Nov. 19 — Giselle Ballet 
Wednesday Nov. 20 — Swan Lake Ballet 
Friday Nov. 22 — Nut Cracker Ballet 
Saturday Nov. 23 — Carmen Ballet 


— Al Hussein Sports City 

— Phoenix Cafeteria and Gallery. Gardens Street 

— Zahrat Ai Mada'en Mill — Jubilee Circle. 

— Abia and Antar Stores, Jabal Luweibdeh. 

— Safeway International. 

— A! Tawil Tours Agency, near Safeway. 

— Geneva Coffeeshop. 

— Music Box /Al Sweifiyyeh, the Eighth Circle. 

— Al Shallal Restaurant, the Gardens Street 

— Rana Pizza, opposite Al Ra'i Newspaper. 

— Rawan Wool, Gardens Street-Da'san Centre. 

— Jerusalem International Hotel 

— Ismail Salon — at AI Hussain Sports City, teL 666712 
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Official discusses Jordanian 
experience with subsidies 



AMMAN (J.T.) — A govern- 
ment rule allowing expatriates to 
pay $6,000 in Keu of doing nation- 
al service ends this month unless 
the deadline is extended again. 

According to a source at the 
Finance Ministry Monday, many 
people have paid tbe $6,000 
amount this month. He could not 
provide the total amount. 

The source said rtiat expatri- 
ates from Kuwait have until the 
end of February 1992 to pay the 
amount. 

The ministry y» i4 that t h o se 
who delay payment beyond Nov. 
30 and still wish to be exempted 
from national service would be 
required to pay SSOO for each 
month after die Nov. 30 deadline. 

The last deadline was extended 
once in Sep te mber 1991. 

In September 1990, the govern- 
ment announced that expatriates 
can pay the $6,000 amount in- 
stead of doing nati onal service. 
One year later it was disclosed 
that JD 45 million in foreign 
exchange have been collected 
from expatriates wishing to avoid 
doing national service. 

Normal exemptions from tire 
two-year mandatory service are 
extended to tbe eh mwirall y ill and 
on the only son in the family. 
Every male, regardless of the 
period of absence from the coun- 
try, has to serve the term before 
reaching the age of 37. 

But acconfing to the conscrip- 
tion law, expatriates can delay 
their national service as long as 
they produce evideooe that they 
are studying or employed abroad. 


By Fuad Hussein 

Petra 

AMMAN — Jordan has 
strategic storage of rice, sugar 
and powdered milk sufficient 
for at least four months and 
wheat enough for at least six 
months. Ministry of Supply 
Secret ar y General Radi Ibra- 
him »id Monday. 

The government plans to re- 
tain its subsidy on b asi c food- 
stuffs and fodder largely for 
tbe benefit of limited-income 
groups and wiD continue to 
d i s tri b ute these commodities 
through food coupons for as 
long as posable, Mr. Ibrahim 
said. 

He said the Ministry of 
Supply is also fixing the prices 
of 36 locally produced or im- 
ported products in addition to 
basic items. 

Mr. Ibrahim said that the 
■wnitft y allows the merchant 
to make a 15 per cent profit on 
title prices, as quoted on the 
invoice. But, he added that 
floating of prices has some- 
times led to the flooding of the 
market of various types of pro- 
ducts, resulting in prices de- 
creasing. 

Tbe Ministry of Supply last 
year resorted to floating the 
prices of three items: pow- 
dered milk, canned broad 
beans and chick peas for a trial 
period and the result was a 
reduction in their prices, main- 
ly due to competition and tbe 
presence of a large amount of 
these products on the market. 

He said that the Ministry of 
Supply is now encouraged to 
do the same with other com- 


Sectarianism to be discussed 
by Arab Thought Forum 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Goethe Institute in Amman 
and the Amman-based Arab 
Thought Forum (ATF) will 
organise a symposiun here next 
month entitled “Sectarianism, 
pan-Arabism and the Modern 
State in the Contemporary 
World: Scopes and Contrast.” 
A statement Monday said 
that the two-day meeting, to be 
held at the Arab Thought 
Forum, will discuss working 


papers on: 

1. Tbe advent of tbe spirit of 
sectarianism and ethnic 
nationafism, 

2. Society, the state and the 
nation in the Arab Orient, 

3. Ethnic co-existence and 
violence, and 

4. Prospects for* the creation 
of a state and a nation of 
, multi-sect communities. 

P arti c ipan ts will hear lec- 
tures in English. 


modSties. But, he added, the 
ministry remains watchful and 
should there appear an imba- 
lance or the prices rise sharply, 
it reserves the right to interfere 
and protect c on sum ers. 

Mr. Ibrahim outlined sub- 
sidies for foodstuffs over the 
past five years concerning 
wheat, sugar, rice, mOk and 

animal feed. 

He said subsidy on wheat 
was increased from JD 5.8 mfl- 
1km in 1966, JD 9.4 million in 
1968, JD 41.6 million in 1989 
to JD 44.4 million in 1990 but 
d ropped to JD 30.8 million in 
1991 due to a decHne in world 
prices. 1987 figures were not 
available. 

But, be added , consumption 
of wheat increased in 1991 to 

600.000 tonnes, compared to 

520.000 in 1990 and 400,000 in 
1987. 

Tbe Ministry of Supply, 
which retains the sole right of 
im po r t i ng sugar, made a profit 
of JD 5 million in 1987, drop- 
ping to JD 1 million the follow- 
ing year while the treasury had 
to pay JD 20 million in 1989 in 
subsidies in 1989 to keep prices 
at the same level and JD 16.8 
minion in 1990, Mr. Ibrahim 
said. 

The decline in the subsidy to 
JD 16.8 nrilli on was due to the 
distribution of the commodity 
through food cards and 
coupons, although quantities 
of consumed sugar have in- 
creased, he said. 

In 1991, subsidies on sugar 
dropped to JD 4.6 million, he 
added. 

With regard to rice, he said 
that in 1987 the Ministry of 
Supply made a profit of JD 2.8 
minion, but had to pay subsidy 
of JD 8.8 million in 1989 and 
JD 7 2 million in 1990 and 
JD 6.8 in 1991. 

The Ministry of Supply 
made a p rofit on the sale of 
powdered milk estimated at 
JD 179,000 in 1987, but had to 
pay subsidy estimated at 
JD 23 millio n in 1989, JD 3.6 
million in 1990 and JD 3-7 
milli on in 1991, Mr. Ibrahim 
noted. 

As to fodder, be said, tire 
ministry had a surplus'- 'of 
JD 182,000m 1987, but bad to 
pa/ subsidy an tins, commodity 


of JD 32 million in 1988, 
JD 5.6 minionin 1990 and JD 7 

millio n this year. 

Tn total, tbe ministry, which 
had a surplus of JD ft milli on in 

1987, had to subsidise 
commodities by JD60 million 
in 1991. 

A c co r d in g to Mr. Ibrahim, 
the food c o upons helped the 
ministry to save JD 33 million 
that would have been other- 
wise spent on subsidising food- 
stuffs. Tbe food coupons are 
distributed only to Jordanian 
citizens who can buy 
rice and powdered milk almost 
half of the market prices. 

Referring to olive oil, which 
is in great demand in local 
market, Mr. Ibrahim said that 
because of tbe shortage of the 
product in Jordan, the Ministry 
of Supply has concluded a con- 
tract for the purchase of 1,000 
tonnes of olive from Tunisia. 

The oil trill be shipped by 
tbe end of tins month and will 
arrive in Jordan in tire first half 
of December to be sold 
.through the military and civi- 
lian service consumer corpora- 
tions. 

According to Mr. Ibrahim, 
the price of the oil will be 20 
per cent higher than present 
rates due to the rise in prices 
on world markets and the dfc- 
efine of production in Tunisia. 

The Ministry of S apply esti- 
mate the current shortage of 
olive oil for this year to be 

10.000 tonnes, a situation 
which justified the importance 
of the Tunisian oil, Mr. Ibra- 
him said. 

With reference to meat, Mr. 
Ib rahim said that the ministry 
opened the door for the private 
sector to import live sheep in 
the last quarter of last year. 
Also, the government reduced 
the customs duty on imported 
sheep from JD 8 to JD2 so as 
to provide the largest amount 
of meat at reasonable prices. 

At present, 80,000 beads of 
sheep are slaughtered monthly 
in Jordan to meet the needs of 
the Jordanian people, Mr. 
Ibr ahim said. He said that to 
enconxage local farmers in- 
crease their production, the 
government opened the door 
for exports and a total of 

300.000 heads of sheep were 
exported to other countries in 
the first 10 mouths, of 199L 


Milk is perfect 
for your health 


Did you know that 1/2 litre of 
fresh milk gives you 1/3 of the 
body’s protein requirments. 

Milk also contains the highest 
calcium content , and gives 
the body the vitamins needed 
A.B1.B2, C and D. 
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Too quick on the draw 

EGYPT seems to be doing the right thing by undertak- 
ing efforts to abort any precipitous armed intervention 
against Libya for allegedly blowing a Pan American jet 
liner over Scotland In 1988 and killing 270 people. 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak is personally 
conducting contacts at the highest possible level, both 
- with Washington and London as wefl as with Tripoli to 
defuse the situation that developed over pointing the 
-finger at two Libyan suspects who, the U.S. and 
British governments daim, are behind the tragic 
. incident. Both Washington and London have insinu- 
ated that armed intervention cannot be ruled out to 
apprehend the accused. 

Coming as it does on the heels of the military actions 
against Iraq, during the Gulf war, to reverse the Iraqi 
occupation of Kuwait, any Western action now against 
another Arab country may give cause for belief that 
Arab countries are being singled oat by the U.S. and 
its allies for military interventions to correct one 
alleged wrong after another. This image of the West as 
being principally hostile to the Arab World would not 
only unde rmin e the ongoing peace process in the 
Middle East, but also the new mternational order that 
has become the haBmark of the new era that swept the 
surface of the globe in the wake of the collapse of the 
communist order in the Soviet Union mid East Europe. 

The much acclaimed new international order calk 
for several machineries that would be set in motion 
whenever there is a threat in international peace and 
security. Such mechanisms need not only act indepen- 
dently and fairly, but must look to do so in order to 
achieve wider global recognition and acceptance. The 
worst that could be djjne novmhile this new order is 
bring formed is to give the impression that some key 
capitals are just too fast on the draw against certain 
Arab capitals when there are so many other countries 
that can also serve as appropriate venues for action- 
oriented measures to remedy not only a presumption 
of wrong-doing, but also a violation that has been wefl 
documented and judged as such by the United Nations. 

In the case of the bombed Pan American Boeing, an 
international tribunal, emanating from the interna- 
tional organisation to investigate the file on it and 
gather data from various sources with a view to 
submitting its findings to the appropriate organ of the 
U.N. is a most. Then and only then may an interna- 
tional warrant be issued against any person or persons 
suspected of involvement in the perpetration of the 
crime in order to bring the accused persons to 
international justice. Such an international investiga- 
tory agency most enjoy a wider mandate in order to 
investigate not only the 1988 downing of the Plan 
American, but also other atrocities that have occurred 
worldwide.. The main feature of the new international 
order should be non -selectivity in approach and 
objective. Otherwise, it would continue to be a suspect 
proposition. 



IN LESS than one year, the capitals of the colonial powers are' 
once again exercising terrorist practices against the Arabs, said A1 
Ra*l Arabic daily Monday with reference to present threats 
directed against Libya. The paper said that Washington, London 
and Paris are escalating the tension by urging various nations to 
hue up agains t Tripoli which they accuse of being responsible for 
downing a civilian aircraft over Britain in 1988. Once again, the 
United States is being urged by Paris and London to take action 
and commit an aggression no less evil than that launched on Iraq, 
causing further sufferings and destruction to the Arab World, said 
the paper. The West's hatred for the Arabs is being displayed in 
die form of aggression, and there is no single Arab state that is. 
insulated against such atrocity and evfl onslaught from the West, 

■ the paper continued. Margaret Thatcher was instrumental in 
paving the ground for the U.S.-led aggression on Iraq in the Gulf 

■ war, mid her successor John Major is now playing the same role in 
whipping up the campaign and urging Mr. Bush to launch 
aggression on Libya, the paper said. In less than one year, the 
Arab World is witnessing the Arab state being exposed to flagrant 
aggression and colonial power atrocities and brutality, die paper 

' added. It said that the neo-colonialists stop at nothing in their 
ongoing lust for terrorism and for criminal action against 
the people of the Arab Nation. 

A columnist in AJ Rat daily Monday strongly criticised the Water 
Authority of Jordan for failing to implement Hs water distribution 
programme during the past summer and urged it to adhere to the 
programme at least in the present season. NazBi said that the 
Water Authority can do nothing to reduce the problem of little 
rain or die presence of an influx of a large community of 
' e xpa triates returning to the Kingdom from die Gulf, but can at 
least be fair in its distribution of water by adhering to its own 
distribution programme. The writer said that the summer 
■witnessed increased complaints from the public about die 
insufficient amounts of water because the Water Authority (fid 
not apply the p ro gramme fairly and to all districts. There are 
areas in Amman which receive water day and night while supplies 
are cut for days on end in other districts, the paper noted. He said 
that the public realises the need for tbe austerity programme, due 
to the scarce water resources in the country, and supports 
endeavours to find new resources. But, he said, die pubbe also 
expects a fair distribution of available amounts so that all people 
can have their fag share of water supplies. 
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The View from Fourth Circle Rami G * Khomi 

Treason or simplicity? The battle is engaged 


THE recent decision by the Jordanian Journalists’ Association to 
expel Sultan Hattab and ban trim from writing in Jordan because 
he gave an interview to Israeli television during tbe Madrid peace 
talks is both sad and wiBplfaHc — bn perhaps inevitable during this 
moment of transition of transformation in die Middle East. I have 
met Mr. Hattab once or twice, shaken his hand, and probably 
exchanged a total of about two minutes of pleasantries with him . I 
do not read bis articles regularly, and am not famili ar with his 
-political views, so I have no personal interest in defending him. 

I say the move against him is stupid because it is an exaggerated 
emotional response based on outdated and failed Arab political 
principles. It also runs contrary to tbe whole trend of political 
action principles. It also runs contrary to the whole trend of 
political action that we are involved in right now, and that defines 
the emerging new global reality of conflict-resolution through 
negotiations based on international law. It reflects the worst 
aspects of the Arab political mind and character. 

The whole concept of the Madrid conference is to engage the 
Israelis in a political "battle for peace and justice, in order to 
obtain the rights promised to us by international law and U.N. 
resolutions. We are unable to obtain those rights today through 
mifitzay action, due to the combination of Israeli militaristic 
frenzy, American acquiescen c e, and our own Arab political 
mcompetence. Diplomacy, dialogue, negotiations and comprom- 
ise are the means we have chosen as the best available alternative. 

If our foreign mwiaw and a large delegation of Jordanians, 
along with their colleagues from Palestine, Syria, Lebanon, 
Egypt, the Gulf, and North Africa, are sitting in tire same room 
and on tire same table with tire prime minister of Israel, looking 
him In tbe eye, and talking to him about peace, justice and 
coexistence — what is this if not engaging tire enemy on tire 
battleground of diplomacy and rational discussion? Jordan 
Television and Radio cover the peace talks. Jor danian officials, 
journalists and others in Madrid routinely meet with Israelis for 
off-the-record, discussions. Jordanian academics share platforms 
with Israelis at international academic conferences. Jordanian 
passport holders living under Israeli occupation routinely meet 
with Israelis for political discussions. Jordanian diplomats around 
tbe world engage in diplomatic gatherings where Israelis are 
present, notably in the United Nations. Arab writers often have 
their articles reprinted in tire Israeli press. All three Jordanian 
dailies reprint articles from the Israeli media. Many Arabs share 
stages with Israelis, debating, arguing, and generally working 
hard for our Arab national rights, fighting for peace and justice. Is 
an of this treason? If so, then half the Arab intelligentsia, and 
many government officials, should be locked up in jail, and Mr. 
Hattab should not suffer alone. 

In this context, giving an interview to Israeli television is not an 
act of treason, but rather of rational and useful diplomatic 
engagement and political action. On my weekly interview show 
on Jordan Television, both the management of JTV and I share 
the view that one of our purposes is to address the people of 
Israel, to inform them, challenge them, engage them, shame 
them, and dare them to rise to the promise of peace and justice 
for all in this region. We have other audiences and objectives, of 


course, but this is dearly one of them. I often ask my guests to 
address tire Israeli people directly, to send them messages, 
warnings, admonitions or exhortations, and this is done regularly, 
as it was done by no less judicious a guest than His Majesty King 
Hussein. 

It seems to me that rare of the strongest tools we have in this 
stage of the historic national and diplomatic battle between 
Arabism and Zionism is our access to the mass media. We 
complained for many years that the Western press ignored us. 
Then we said that our own press was not credible. Well, thfa p are 
different today. We have our own m«Ha with which we rsm 
address the enemy, ifnot the whole world. We have much greater 
access to the international media. And, we even have access to 
tbe Israeli media, which strikes me as a potentially important 
weapon in the battle we suffer. 

To use the Israeli media to deliver our message directly to the 
Israeli people seems rather important — if we know bow to use 
the media to our advantage. The Palestinians tiring under Israeli 
occupation do it all tire time. Are we going to be more 
Palestinians than the Palestinians, more noble than nobility itself? 
Why do tbe Israelis make use of their media, and of the major 
Western media, as an effective tool of war, while we view our use 
of the Israeli media as an act of weakness, submission, and 
treason? Is it that we are stupid, or simply that we have bom so 
psychologically bludgeoned by the Israelis that we allow them — 
once again — to anticipate and manipulate our exaggerated 
emotional reactions, and to defeat us through the consistency of 
our own setf-destrnctive political provincialism and intellectual 
antiquity? 

We would be fools — and we were, for many years, and many 
amongst us still are — to dose our eyes to the fall nature of the 
diplomatic struggle and to refuse to use every possible means of 
action available to us. To give an interview to Israeli television 
during the Madrid peace talks strikes me as a rather clever and 
useful move by Mr. Hattab. In that context, I think it was both 
acceptable and potentially productive. Mr. Hattab did not travel 
to Israeli Television, Sadat-like, and offer his services. He (fid not 
seek out the Israelis with an eye to signing a contract with them. 
He did not go out of his way to establish a long-term commercial 
agreement by which he would do regular commentaries for them. 
He did not offer to live in perpetual subjugation to the Israeli 
imperial will. He looked the enemy in the face, and told tire truth 
— about our humanity, our rights, our hopes, and their violence 
and shortsightedness. 

Mr. Hattab simply did what was the logical conclusion of the . 
diplomatic effort that has defined tins region since, oh, the 1973 
Palestine National Council decision to set up an independent 
Palestinian authority on any part of liberated Palestine. There is 
general consensus on Palestinian and pan-Arab goals vis-a-vis the 
struggle with Israel. There is an actual face-to-face negotiation in 
progress. Arab and Israeli officials are shaking hands, making 
speeches, and every other minute doing battle before the 
television cameras of the world. 

Madrid was a media circus, a jamboree of lights, sound and 
action, a magical stage for the Palestinians and the other Arabs to 


(hrw. as they have never before, to address the planet, 

and to H arqfe tire work!. Television was the primary medium at 
Madrid. Israel was tire ultimate audience we bad to reach. 
Therefore, I would have thought it logical for ns to use the most 
powerful medium available to reach the most important audience 
around. But we seem to fear logic, and to shun the new world 
mechanisms of power at our disposal. Mr. Hattab acted logically 
and rationally. It is not treason for him to address the Israels over 
their own television — no more than our foreign minister sitting at 
the same table with tire Israeli delegation — and it is certainly not 
the dangerous "normalisation” of relations with Israel that many 
people fear. Or is it more effective to ignore tbe Israelis, and 
iiKhwl to keep sending messages of fraternal support to tfte 
people of Brand and Zimbabwe? 

It would be a major service to the Palestinian and Arab cause 
we seek to serve for the Jordanian Journalists Association to snap 
out of its historic and professional sleep, and to grasp the power of 
the media as a tool of public diplomacy. We are very good at 
blaming the Western media for allowing itelf to fall under the 
control or undue influence of pro-Israeli forces, but what do we 
do about it within our own journalistic horizons? Where are the 
members of tbe Jordanian Journalists Association who can 
provide the quality reporting and analysis that can be used 
internationally as a tool of battle, and as an intellectual sword of 
Arabism? Where are those Jordanian journalists who would stop 
acting like victims, and start thinking like victors? 

The harsh and emotional reaction to Mr. Hattab's interview 
'should not be dismissed or forgotten, because it hides an 
important political and psychological reality that we shall con- 
tinue to deal with in the immediate future. The last two 
generations of Arabs, bran and raised within an intell e ct u al and 
political co n text of defeat, denial and deprivation, are suddenly 
asked today to forget the rules that have defined their entire lives. 
They are told today that it is alright to negotiate with Israelis, to 
sit with them at a table and fa l k peace, to accept Palestinian 
self-rule as a t ransit ional arrangement, even to {dace their trust in 
the promise that the United States — as much the Great Satan for 
most Arabs as for the Iranians — has suddenly been transformed 
into our friend, our saviour, our protector, and the source of our 
deliverance from suffering, defeat, denial and deprivation. 

It is all a bit too much to take in at one time. The Arab mind is 
congested, even confused. Our intellectual and emotional anchors 
have been moved suddenly, our world turned upside down, our 
game d notions of national goodness thrown out the window. Mr. 
Hattab is the unfortunate victim of the Arab masses groping for 
their lost anchor, desperately holding on to a rope from the 1950s, 
rfmging on to an escape route to the past should tbe current peace 
effort fail. It would be much more effective if we mustered our 
resources to fight our way to a better future, instead of 
succumbing to the fears, rigidities, mediocrities, and failures of 
the past Either we get in there and fight for our place and our 
rights in the new world order we hear about, or we shall be 
condemned forever to suffer the perpetual humiliation and 
human deprivation of being die last, permanent victims of tbe bad 
old order. 
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After Madrid, the hard part seems to be coming 


By Stephen S. Rosenfdd 

WASHINGTON — Suddenly the 
Arab-Israeli conflict turns from 
an ostensibly insoluble thousand- 
year war into a latter-day postcol- 
onial dispute ripe for resolution. 
All the considerations of history, 
justice and passion previously 
cited as insuperable barriers to 
compromise begin to be cut up 
into finite pieces capable of in- 
telligent rearrangement. Politi- 
cians of the region (some more 
than others) and diplomats 
(mainly American) are shrinking 
die problem to size. 

Could not all of tins merdfu! 
magic have begun earlier? Yes, 
say those sensitive to the im- 
mense human and other costs of 
the Middle East's wars. But the 
stronger argument is that the 
■process which began with tbe 
Ford and Carter diplomacy of the 
1970s could not have picked up 
the requisite new momentum in 
the 1990s until conditions made it 
not only wise and unavoidable 
but profitable and safe. 

Arabs bad to arrive at the view 
that they had no choice but to 
accept Israel politically and 
psychologically and that they 
could do so and survive and gain. 
Egypt, which lost a peacemaker, 
Anwar Sadat, to anti-Israel ter- 
rorism but stayed essentially on 
course, provided the crucial de- 
monstration model. Israelis had 
to realise that, with the United 
States militarily and politically 
dominant in the world and with 
Israel the region’s dominant 
military poweT, they could start 
accepting the risks of peace. 

What risks? The Israelis still 
insist they will not yield up an 
inch of territory. But everyone in 
the Middle East understands that 
the Golan Heights will go back to 
Syria, perhaps at the start not to 
foil and direct Syrian control but 



at least to formal Syrian 
sovereignty. What it will take is 
tight assurances of Israeli secur- 
ity, and Syrian arrival at an adult 
definition of peace. 

In fact, there is no hurry for a 
Golan turnover. That is not just 
because Yitzhak Shamir is hang- 


ing tough. It is because Hafez Ai 
Assad shrinks from yielding the 
daim on power and Arab lead- 
ership that flows from his chosen 
role as lead antagonist of Israel. 
Fortunately, he is "no longer in a 
position, as he was in Lebanon in 
the 1980s, to spoil a regional 


peace initiative. 

Eventually, Mr. Assad may 
catch on that his policy is 
anachronistic and self-isolating 
and that by asserting it as he did 
at Madrid he loses Arab company 
and international standing. 
Meanwhile, a nearly two-decade 


Syrian- Israel truce holds steady, 
and Mr. Assad's bargaining posi- 
tion deteriorates nicely. 

As for territorial withdrawal on 
the West Bank, Israel currently 
refuses to budge. Likud politics 
locks Mr. Shamir in, and after his 
personal triumph at Madrid the 


Labour opposition, which accepts 
, t«rff?tprial compromise, cannot 
lay^ac finger on him. 

But do not sell short the risk 
that Mr. Shamir did take at Mad- 
rid. He moved from formal 
embrace of a programme of 
Palestinian self-government to 
active negotiation, since now 
Israel has what it lacked before — 
a moderate Palestinian partner 
desperate for real gains. Mr. 
Shamir has done what he said he 
would never do. He has set Israel 
on the slippery slope that leads to 
a destination he cannot control. 

For it is perfectly obvious that, 
even with the most restricted 
autonomy, the Palestinians will 
ask for more. Tbe Israelis can 
deal with Palestinian disorder — 
terrorism, resistance, the intifa- 
.da. But over time, with plenty of 
agony, they cannot fight off 
Palestinian order of the sort ex- 
emplified by the Palestinians* 
smooth Madrid delegation and by 
the rising tide of popular support 
for it on the West Bank. 

Let us figure — I do — that the 
autonomy negotiation will be 
painful but will move ahead. 
Progress cannot come, without 
Israeli concessions on the place 
and rate of new settlements. This 
wifi be at the crucial point where se- 
ttlements coavert from being ( a lever 
forcing Palestinian concessions to 
a card that Israel will find to its 
advantage to play in return for 
further Arab concessions. 

This is the point at which the 
practice of mutual consent begins 
to overtake the familiar deadly 
pattern of one-sided imp os iti on. 
In such circumstances, the 
Israelis will not be able to avoid 
taking a deep second look at the 
nature of the Palestinian entity 
they are helping to draw into 
being and at- the nature of their 
permanent security require- 
ments. — The Washington Past. 
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Bush administration takes lumps on Syria 


B; Ruth Sinai 
The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The Bush 
administration is taking a lot of 
heat over Syria. 

Two events conspired m recent 
weeks to jack up the pressure: 
efforts to inveigle Syria into a 
second round of peace talks with 
Israel and Syria’s acquittal in tbe 
bombing of Pan Am Flight 103. 

From Damascus and other 
Arab capitals, including Cairo, 
come strong urgjngs to remove 
Syria from a U.S. list of countries 
mat support terrorism, those on 
tiie list are barred from receiving 
most American-made goods. 
Advocates of such a move. 


among them officials in the State 
Department’s Bureau of Near Eas- 
tern affairs argue that Syria should 
be rewarded for its instrumental 
role in two of the administration’s 
most significant foreign policy 
successes: the coalition which 
pushed Iraq out of Kuwait and 
the first-ever peace talks between 
Israel and all its Arab neigh- 
bours. 

Syria, giving in to U.S. blan- 
dishments, held live hours of 
direct talks with its bitterest 
enemy, Israel, earlier this month. 
But the Syrian government has 
.balked at participating in a 
second round of talks if these 
take place in Washington — as 
long as it's on the terrorist list. 

Washington "poses problems 


for its." said a senior Syrian 
official in Damascus last 
Tuesday. 

Secretary of State James Baker 
is suggesting Washington as a 
compromise location for talks. 
Israel is demanding that they be 
in held in tire Middle East and 
Syria wants them in Europe. 

Advocates of lifting sanctions 
argue that the government in 
Damascus has not itself been 
involved in te r ror ism since 1987. 

They further argue that the 
government joined tire U.S.-led 
coalition against Iraq and quelled 
terrorist groups based in Syria 
during the Gulf war. 

But opponents, among the offi- 
cials in the State Department's 


Counter-Terrorism Office, point 
to a long list of terrorist groups 
that still operate in Syria or in the 
Syrian-controlled Bekaa Valley 
of eastern Lebanon. 

Turkey, which has suffered 
thousands of dead in attacks laun- 
ched by the Kurdish Workers 
Party, has urged the United 
States to keep Syria on tbe list, 
believing that the Syrians provide 
money and training bases to the 
guerrillas, said a diplomat who 
spoke only on condition of 
anonymity. 

The State Department’s annual 
1991 report on terrorists around 
the world notes that among the 
groups hosted by Syria is the 
Popular Front for the Liberation 
of Palestine-General Command 


(PFLP-GC). 

That organisation was initially 
believed by U.S. officials to be 
responsible for the 1988 bombing 
of Pan Am Flight 103 in which 
270 people, many of them Amer- 
icans. were lolled. 

But U.S. officials now say they 
were wrong, and neither Syria 
nor the PFLP-GC were involved 
in that attack. Two Libyan intelli- 
gence operatives were indicted 
Thursday for allegedly carrying 
out that bombing. Libya has de- 
nied the accusation. 

“A lot of people thought it was 
Syrians," President Bush said af- 
ter tbe nxfic&nents were 
announced. "The Syrians took a 
bum rap 6n this.” 


Administration spokesmen 
firmly denied suggestions that the . 
findings were motivated by poli- 
tical considerations. 

“There was no political influ- 
ence over this indictment. - We 
followed the evidence where it 
led,” said State Department ■ 
spokesman Richard Boucher. 

"Syria is still on tbe te rroris m 
Est," he added. ‘‘No,'tbere’s no ' 
consideration being given to tak- 
ing it off.” 

In order to remove a country 
from ffw terrorist-s up porters Est, 
r? ^ ecfeta f 7 .State must « wt if y to 
Congress that its government • 
fundamentally changed its poli- 
cies and has promised to ahafain - 
from such activity in tbe future. ' 
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The partners’ best 
remains to be seen 

- ay Aathony Lewfe 


- BO STON — The co nflic t be- 
tween Israelis '-and Palestinians 
as- been going on for so long that 
erfen in its pain there has been, 
formany, a kind of security. The 


established pattern, of force and 
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bitter words seemed safer *h»n 
negotialijig with the other side 
KElti lowering the barriers of hate. 
A, singular achievement of the 
talks in Madrid has been to nm^ 
the idea of negotiation more 
spcactive. Suddenly both sides 
were talking; living with the other 
in peace seempd possible. 

Quite by accident, the effect of 
the Madrid talks on Palestinian 
thinking was quickly measured. 
The Chamber of Commerce in 
occupied Gaza held its first elec- 
tion in 25 years. With political 
eksdkms prohibited by Israel, it 
yuas a rare test of sentiment. 
.-Gaza has been a stronghold of 

t_i 


jour nali sts. 

None of that will make the 
substantive negotiations easy 
when they begin- But there is 
reason to tfainic that many issues 
are negotiable within the agreed 
framework of an interim arrange- 
ment for Palestinian autonomy. 

Twelve years ago, after Camp 
David, Sol Linowitz acted as the 
American mediator in t alks on 
the nature of the proposed 
“autonomy.” He points out that 
agreement was reached then on 
Palestinian administration in 
many areas of government. The 
hard question is bow to deal with 
tire building of new Israeli settle- 
ments. It is inescapable because 
the Palestinians cannot go into an 
agreement for an interim period 
knowing that at the end of it they 
will be worse off because there 
will be more settlements. 


** a,i rcV™* 038 06611 « strongnom ot 
P the fundamentalist Islamic resist- 




ance movement, Hamas. But 
Hamas won only two of the 16 
seqls at stake, while pro-negotia- 
tion supporters of the FLO took 
13 and an independent one. “The 
Chamber of Commerce elections 
are' the message from the Palesti- 
nian streets to the peace confer- 
ence,” a member of the winning 
majority, Mohammad Qidwah, 
said. 

- The message that Pal estinian* 
are ready to negotiate tells 
Is ra e l is that there are reasonable 
Palestinians, people not so diffe- 
rent from themselves. Over the 
years I have met those Palesti- 
nians: middle-class people, many 
of them, with a high concentra- 
tion of professionals. I always 
thought they were more like 
Israelis than any other people in 
the Middle East. 

For ordinary Palestinians, with 
familiar aspirations for a decent 
life, and a national identity, those 
few days in Madrid mattered 
much. For the Palestinian dele- 
gates spoke calmly and reason- 
ably. They seemed open and con- 
fident in dealing with Israel’s 
delegates. They shook hands, 
they chatted, they met Israeli 


The right to build settlements is 
such an article of faith for Yit- 
zhak Shamir’s government that- it 
is hard to imagine him forswear- 
ing it. But in politics a party may 
insist on having rights while in 
fact not exercising them. One can 
i m a gine Mr. Shamir saying that 
Israel has no plans for new settle- 
ments daring the period of nego- 
tiation on final arrangements for 
the West Bank and Gaza. And 
there could be an agreed require- 
ment of joint approval for certain 
building projects. 

If that central issue is to be 
overcome, America will almost 
certainly, in time, have to play a 
part in proposing ideas. President 
George Bush has already made 
dear that he opposes the use of 
American funds to subsidise set- 
tlements that obstruct peace. 

For the moment it is enough to 
note the good news of h uman 
respect between Israelis and 
Palestinians in Madrid. The 
Palestinian delegation leader, 
Haidar Abdul Shafi, said: “We 
have seen you at your best and at 
your worst, for the occupier can ' 
hide no secrets from the occu- 
pied.'’ Israelis could say much the 
same. Maybe the best now has a 
chance to prevail — The New 
York Times. 


West Bank waits for the barbed wire 


By Shyam Bhatia 
FROM the top of the church 
tower in the Christian village of 
Taybeh, the undulating landscape 
stretches all the way to the Dead 
Sea. An Israeli radar, strategical- 
ly perched on an adjoining hill, can 
peer into the heart of Amman, in 
Jordan, and even sweep the main 
runway of Damascus airport. 

Father Jack, the learned priest 
in charge of the Greek Catholic 
church, often takes visitors up to 
his tower so they can see the 
rolling pastures below that the 
Israeli army has requisitioned 
from Palestinian families, who 
have farmed the area for genera- 
tions. 

Experience has taught the 
Palestinians that orders of this 
kind are usually the prelude to 
formal confiscation. Within 
months they expect the first bull- 


dozers to arrive to level the land 
for Jewish settlers, whether from 
the Soviet Union, Ethiopia, or 
more possibly the United States. 

Military sources in Jersualem 
said Palestinian suspicions were 
unfounded. “The area in ques- 
tion is for military training. Basi- 
cally, we are talking about agri- 
cultural areas that will not be 
interfered with. We have no in- 
tention of changing the status quo 
or removing the people from 
there.” 


But the benign intentions of 
the Israeli army are challenged by 
the wording of military order 
number S/2/91, signed by Israeli 
army commander, Danny 
Yatom, which states: “No one is 
allowed to enter the closed area 
(of the 33 villages) as long as this 
order is in effect without my 
permission and approval. Despite 


this, permanent residents of the 
area will not be evacuated, but 
anyone who violates this order 
will be punished. Excluded are 
soldiers and policemen on duty.” 

Army “closures” are not new, 
but the scale of tbe latest order is 
breathtaking because it runs to 
almost the entire length of the 
■West Bank, incorpor a ting an area 
that is about 63 miles long and six 
miles wide. It amounts to more 
than 300,000 acres, or 31 per cent 
of tbe surface area of the West 
Bank. 

These are the harsh everyday 
realities of Israeli occupation that 
challenge the meaning of tbe 
Middle East peace conference 
that starts in Madrid later this 
week. Many Palestinians who 
oppose the talks say there is 
nothing left to discuss since tbe 
Israelis have taken possession of 


most of their land. 

Tbe mayors of five West Bank 
villages have handed over a letter 
of complaint to the United States 
consul general in Jerusalem that 
derails the injustice dealt out to 
them on the eve of the peace 
conference. 

Naim Tayeh. a member of 
Taybeh village council, said “We 
feel as anyone would feel if some- 
one came to their house and took 
everything in it We plough this 
land, we plant it, this is where our 
sheep and goats graze. 

“This is not the first time we’ve 
bad such an order. In 1976 they 
cut down hundreds of olive trees 
for a new road. Before asphalting 
it, they put up a few military tents 
and said it was temporary. Later 
tbe land was requisitioned by the 
military authorities, because we 
refused to lend or lease that land 


to them.” 

This time the land they are 
about to lose is prime agricultural 
property, traditionally used for 
grazing or for growing crops such 
as olives and plums. 

Palestinian human rights activ- 
ists say Israeli policy is to deprive 
the villages of their traditional 
sources of income, converting 
them into dormitory centres like 
the bantnstans of South Africa. 


“We assume that it is unaccept- 
able to the international com- 
munity that moves towards peace 
in foe region be accompanied by 
the abrogation of our basic rights, 
the affirmation of which are fun- 
damental to a just and lasting 
peace," tbe letter declares in a 
reference to army seizure of vil- 
lage properties. 

“Not rally is this action by the 
Israeli authorities a violation of 


our human, natural and legal 
rights but it is an obvious threat 
to oar livelihood. We have all tbe 
corroborative documents to con- 
firm our ownership of.the land.” 

In Arab Jerusalem, figures re- 
leased by foe Palestinian Human 
Rights Information Centre show 
that Israel has taken control of 65 
per cent of West Bank land since 
1967. Army closures account for 
about half and other pretexts, 
such as building new roads and 
annexing so-called absentee 
property, make up tbe rest. 

In case the message has not got 
across, Israel’s right-wing housing 
minister, Ariel Sharon, 
announced his backing for a new 
settlement in tbe occupied Golan 
Heights, inaugurated 24 hours 
before the opening ceremony for 
the Madrid peace conference. — 
Observer. 


Between Shilo and Turmus Aiya — a gulf of hatred 


By Ronit Yoeti 

Tbe Associated Press 


SHILO — The kilometre be- 
tween an Arab town and Israeli 
settlement spans a huge gulf of 
hate and mistrust on both sides. 

Jewish settlers in this hill town 
mention a woman's slaying last 
week when asked about peace 
with Arabs. In nearby Turmus 
Aiya, Arab villagers watch grimly 
as bulldozers uproot olive trees 
for a new settler road. 

The United States urges “con- 
fidence-building measures” to- 
wards an Arab- Israel peace. 

“I see nothing that shows us 
confidence ... I see Rachel’s 
grave outside my window.” Ellen 
Silbers said Sunday, referring to 
last week's murder victim. 

In Turmus Aiya, 75-year-old 
Sheikh Abu Hadba recalled the 
flight from his village inside Israel 
at the founding of the Jewish 
state. 

“They kicked us out of our 
villages in 1948 and now they are 
taking our lands for the settlers,” 
he said. “Let the settlers go back 
to where they came from ... the 


Soviet Union and the United 
States.” 

The feelings are much like 
those of other Arabs and settlers 
crammed together in tbe West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, where 
112,000 Jews have moved since 
Israel captured the land in the 
1967 Middle East war. 

The territories’ 1.7 million 
Palestinians have grown more de- 
sperate as 20,000 Jewish settlers 
have arrived in the past year. 
They see little hope in U.S. calls 
for Israel to surrender occupied 
land in exchange for peace. 

Many settlers refuse to eveu 
think of giving up land. “We are 
here to stay,” says Yonah Zoref 
of Sirilo’s governing council. 

Last Monday, Shilo residents 
started a nearby settlement 
named Mitzpeh after Rachel 
Drucker, a 35-year-old mother of 
seven killed when gunmen 
opened fire on a bus headed to a 
rally to oppose giving up land. 
The bus driver also was killed. 

Now, 10 families live there in 
mobile homes, but the settlers say 
they expect “a few thousand 
houses” in time. 


Shilo was founded in 1978 near 
the site of the ancient Jewish 
capital of Shilo. Modem Shilo is 
39 kilometres north of Jerusalem. 

Almost 1,000 people live in the 
settlement. About 10 per cent are 
Americans, like some leaders of thq 
settler movement. Four Soviet 
families have moved in from the 
recent wave of immigrants. 

The settlers are religous Jews, 
and British-born Burakh Bazin, 
25, sited that as reason for not 
giving up the two- and three-bed- 
room brick houses they've built. 

“From the humanistic point of 
view, we captured this land and 
we should give it back. But I am a 
religious person and I believe 
God gave us this land,” he said. 

Mr. Zoref said he could see 
peace with Palestinians if they 
accept self-rule under Israeli 
sovereignty. “I do not believe 
there is really an entity called 
Palestinians,” be said. 


was possible Israel would give up 
some land but it would be 
“suicidal.” 

In Turmus Aiya, -on the next 
hilltop, bulldozers were toppling 
olive trees for a road which will 
lead from Shilo to tbe settlement 
of Eli. Villagers said 50 hectares 
of their land was taken for tbe 
road, on top of 100 hectares 
confiscated earlier. 

“It is very painful when I 
wake up in the morning and all 1 
can see is Shilo ... built on the 
land of my grandparents,” said 
Imad Odeh, 28, a shopkeeper. 

“What has me more scared.” 
be said,” is that one day the 
settlers will come and claim it as 


they did other places.” 

The villagers say Turmus Aiya 
is about 600 years old. The 2,500 
residents indude about a dozen 
refugee families, who on Sunday 
were being given food aid by 
U.N. workers. 

Many of their fellow villagers 
have made the opposite journey 
from settlers, the Palestinians 
noted. Faced with dwindling land 
and few jobs, about 3,000 people 
from Turmus Aiya now live in tbe 
United States. 

The village walls are scarred 
with blots of black paint sprayed 
by soldiers to erase anti-Israeli 
slogans. Like in most West Bank 
villages, youths still throw stones 
at troops and settlers who pass 


by. 


The villagers complained that 
disputes with settlers had led to 
broken windows in their stone 
houses and blazes set in their 
wheat fields. Two youths have 
been killed by soldiers in the 
nearly 4-year-old Palestinian up-i 
rising. ' 

Ashraf Al Hindi, the 27-year-; 
old preacher in the village mos-^ 
que, said peace could only come 
if Washington forced Israel to 
give up territory. 

“I do not think that anybody 
that lost a son or brother and one 
inch of his land can live with these 
settlers as neighbours,” he said. 
“It is just not easy to forget the 
past." 


Ms. Sflbers, who immigrated 
five years ago from the United 
States, suggested ’They could 
make Jordan a Palestinian state” 
to solve tbe conflict. Sbe said it 
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U.S. faults Vietnam on 
down fate of MI As 



By Jim Wolf 
Reuter 
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Washington — The u.s. 

administration says Hanoi has 
stepped up cooperation bat must 
do “much more” to help resolve 
the fate of Americans un- 
accounted for since tire end of tbe 
Vietnam war. 

The administ ration underlined 
on Tuesday that steps toward 
ronnafising bilateral ties, ardent- 
ly sought by Vietnam, hinge on 
tire politically charged PoW/MXA 
issue. Tbe abbreviation stands for 
prisoners of war and missing in 
action. 

. “Vietnamese officials could do 
much mbre to assist our efforts,” 
JUS. Defence Secretary Dick 
Cttpney told tbe first public hear- 
ing of a new Senate panel investi- 
gating PoW/MLA issues. 

, “To achieve the fullest possible 
accounting in a reasonable period 
of time, Vietnamese unilateral 
efforts as well as their participa- 
tion in joint activities will have to 
dramatically improve,” he added. 
a. At issue is the implementation 


of a potentially long and winding 
road to full normalisation that 
officials have indicated could take 
two years or more. 

Some 2,273 U.S. personnel are 
unaccounted for in Southeast 
Asia as a result of the war that 
ended in 1975 with communist 
victories in Vietnam, Laos and 
Cambodia. 

Although the authorities there 
have consistently denied holding 
any Americans, “we do not, and 
never will, accept their denials as 
the last word,” Mr. Cheney said. 

But he added that the United 
States had no conclusive evidence 
that any Americans were being 
held against their will in In- 
. dochiua. 

Mr. Cheney's remarks illus- 
trated U.S. unwillingness to spell 
out a specific timetable for nor- 
malising relations with Hanoi — a 
sensitive election-year issue in a’ 
country still smarting from tbe 
only war it has ever lost. 

One of the six candidates fin: 


tiie Democratic presidential 
nomination. Senator Bob Kerrey 
of Nebraska, for instance, criti- 
cised Mr. Bush on Monday for 
moving toward normalisation be- 
fore winning human-rights im- 
provements. 

U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker announced last month that 
the United States would begin 
implementing a four phase “road- 
map” to normalisation, as prom- 
ised, in return for Hanoi’s coop- 
eration in bringing about an all- 
party peace agreement in neigh- 
bouring Cambodia. 

As a result, tbe United States 
lifted its travel limit on Viet- 
namese diplomats at die U.N. 
.and softened its trade embargo to 
permit U.S. organised travel to 
Vietnam. 

U.S. and Vietnamese diplo- 
mats are tentatively scheduled to 
meet in New York or Washington 
in late November for talks on 
normalisation issues. 

Kenneth Quinn, a deputy assis- 
tant secretary of state who heads 
the Interagency Group on PoW/ 
MIA Affairs, testified that initial 


steps would be small confidence- 
building measures. 

“The roadmap is constructed in 
a way so that we could move 
rapidly or slowly, depending on 
Vietnamese cooperation,” be 
said. “We are in control of the 
process.” 

Mr. Cheney said Vietnam was 
cooperating more fully than pre- 
viously, notably by giving resi- 
dent U.S. researchers access to 
wartime intelligence during tbe 
14th joint U.S. -Vietnam field in- 
vestigation that ended in 
September. 

“But despite these improve- 
ments, we are still not satisfied 
with Vietnam's performance.” he 


said. 

“Promises to cooperate on live- 
sightings, improved helicopter 
transportation, and complete ac- 
cess to historical information re- 
main only partially fulfilled.” 

Mr. Cheney said Vietnam’s 
“foot dragging” on the repatria- 
tion of skeletal remains was espe- 
cially frustrating — a reference to 
charges that Hanoi has ware- 
housed bones and is doling them 
put strategically. 

Vietnam’s ambassador to tbe 
United Nations, who attended 
the Senate hearing under tbe 
newly relaxed travel policy, de- 
nied that his country was going 
slow on the MIA issue. 


ARABIC CLASSES 


Arabic instructor with many years of experience in 
teaching Arabic to foreign students (diplomats, U.N. staff, 
etc.) is available for beginners and advanced colloquial 
and classical Arabic courses. 

For further Infor ma tion contact tel. 824904 



JORDAN CENTRE FOR 
FAMILY MEDICINE 


Vaccancy available at 
The Jordan Centre for Family Medicine 
A group Family Practice is in need 
of a full-time 

RECEPTIONIST\MEDICAL RECORD 
KEEPER 

Applicants should have excellent command of 
English Language. 

Experience in shorthand, data-base 
management, wordprocessors and record 
keeping is highly preferable, 
interested parties please send a C.V. 
acompanied by a recent photograph to P.O.Box 
961977 Amman. 


CLEAN - ALL 


Fabric Conditioner 


Reconditions laundry giving 
better texture & freshness. 


Makes ironing easier and 
eliminates static cling. 


J4LICC JORDAN ANTISEPTICS & DETERGENTS IND. CO. 


Tel 551255 - 556416 PO Box (31 0070i AMMAN JORDAN 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
•• ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING, AIR FREIGH1 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
] CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS 


AMIN KAMAR&SONS 

TZi. 604676 604696 




4 Rent & Sale 

• Many villas and apartments! 
are' available for rent and! 
sale - furnished or urtfur-j 
nished. 

|’ Also many lots of land are| 
available for sale. 

For further details, please! 
call 

lAbdonn Real 



RENT 

Distinctive 

Villas Apartments Flats 
IN ROYAL WEST AMMAN 


nr 


real estate 

“R” 

us 


Just cal' •' JAL 

693037 



REALTOR 


STUDIO HAIG 


Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 


* JUMBO photo 
30% 

Metal 
13 X Mem 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 


CALLSOHA 

AT 


QQfiQQ 


Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 
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i CROWN i 

a INT’L EST. § 
1 Packing, shipping, m 
5 forwarding, storage, H 
1 clearing, door-to-door i 
1 service i 

Air. Sea and Land — 


77* Regency- Potace Hotel 


LOBBY LOUNGE 

ALSABDL 


toero al over me «o>W 

Tel: 664090 
Fax: 690852 
>.O.Box 926487 


DAILY PIANO 
ENTERTAINMENT 
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El 

The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabai Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 


vT' Open daily 12 : 00 - 3:30 

- p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 

ToL$3$068 


P £K.lNC' 1 ' AN? 



' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estaie. near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 .. 

Come and tasle our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight / 



A 


mom restaurant} 

Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 


(open fCJO-SiSO a 6.UO-IUO dn M 


Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 


Tel 661922, Amman 
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The First Class Hotel In 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room—? 


IIAIMITEL 
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DAILY BUSINESSMAN'S LUNCH 


Amman -Tel 668193 
P.O. Box 9403 ■ Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


The Phdodelpba 


Fw Res. Call 663100 Ext. 113. 


Soup of the Day 
Salad Bar 

Grilled Filet Mignon 
with potatoes und vegetables 
Dessert , Coffee Or Tea 

Price: 
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wins ATP Tour title 


FRANKFURT (R) — American 
Pete Sampras showed courage as 
as class to clinch die ATP 
ur World Oiampionship with a 
- ~-6, 6-3, 64 victory over Jim 
r . * .er. 

la rhe first all-American final 
for 12 years, the world number ' 
seven recov er ed from losing die 
first set to overcome the hard- 
working French Open champion 
who ran for every point. 

The victory provided a perfect 
dimax to a superb few months 
daring which the 20-year-old 
Sampras has become one of the 
hottest properties on the cmarit. 

Sampras has now added the 
prestigious, year-ending crown, 
in what used to be known as the 
masters, to titles in Los Angeles, 
Indianapolis and Lyon in the last 
four months. 

Sampras, who become the 
youngest player to win the U.S. 
Open last year, deserved his 
triumph after a week in which be 
some brilliant serve- 
- volley tennis. 

The Florida-based man was 
obviously delighted as he lifted 
his arms to salute the victory after 


a hard-fought final winch lasted 
three hours and 10 minutes. 

Sunday’s victory marked re- 
venge for one of the few Mips on 
Sampras's recent upward curve of 
form when he was beaten by 
Courier in straight sets in the 
quarterfinals of die U.S. Open. 

Courier was expected to strag- 
gle on the fast carpeted court 
which does not suit his strong 
baseline game. Bnt for a long 
time in the early stages of- die 
mnfrh he frustrated Sampras. 

The French Open champion, as 
usual sporting a baseball cap, 
showed more accuracy from the 
back of the court in die first set 
and he took die initiative by 
breaking Sampras's serve in the 
fifth game. 

Sampras broke back in the next 
game but his volleying at die net 
lacked its usual crispeness and 
Courier broke again in the 
seventh and ninth game to seal 
the set 6-3 after 34 minutes. 

The last tune two U.S. players 
met in the final of the year-ending 
event was in 1979 when John 
McEnroe beat Arthur Ashe. 

Sampras’s victory will boost the 


U.S. team's confidence ahead of 
their Davis Cup final against 
Fiance in Lyon at the end of the 
month. 

Sampras said the victory had 
boosted his confidence ahead of 
the Davis Cop final and he felt 
wwfiA-nt about his rfumces in the 
next Grand Slam tournament, the 
Australian Open, in January. 

“January, February and March 
of this year I wasn't healthy and 
wasn't playing good tennis,'' he 
said. "But I got through that little 
stamp - Hopefully if I keep on 
w inning like this I can win a 
couple of matches in Lyon. 

Tm certainly capable of win- 
ning the Australian Open and 
confident right now I can beat 
anybody in the world.” 

Courier, who was 1 eft out of 
the Davis Cup team behind Sam- 
pras and Andre Agassi, said Sam- 
pras was one of the most difficult 
players to beat on the tour when 
he was on form. 

“He's not only a very good 
player. He is one of die most 
talented on the tour,” be said. 

“He has the ability to hit a lot 
of shots most of ns can’t hit. We 


wouldn’t even think about hitting 
them.” 

Sampras’s t riump h and the hot 
form of his follow Americans at 
the ATP Tour World Cham- 
pionships sent ominous si gnals to 
France before the Davis Cup final 
at die end of this month. 

The' French media were 
already getting the home tans 
ready Monday for what could be 
a crushing defeat in 11 days time. 

“Sampras won the tide and 
dethroned Guy Forget from rixth 
[dace in the ATP rankings. With 
two weeks to go to the Davis 
Cop, that’s promisnig,” L’Eqnipe 
wrote sarcastically. 


“Sampras showed be is in great 
form which may be bad news for 
Ranee in die Davis Cup final,” 
French Television siad. 

Forget headed off to tram for 
die final, which starts on Nov. 29, 
saying be could not wait to play 
die Americans. 


But the Frenchman most know 
that Sampras and Agassi wiD be 
very difficult to beat on the same 
fast, carpeted surface in Lyon on 
which they excelled in Frankfurt. Pete 



Seles beats Capriati for 
her 9th title of year 


PHILADELPHIA (R) — Moni- 
ca Seles claimed her mnth tide of 


a dream year Sunday by winning 
a 7-5, 6-1 slogfest against 15-year- 
old American Jennifer Capriati at* 
the $350,000 Virginia Slims of 
Philadelphia tournament. 

The last time Seles stepped on 
court with the sixth-ranked Cap- 
riati she also won, in a thrilling 
three-set struggle in the semifin- 
als of the U.S. Open in Septem- 
ber which the Yugoslav won in a 
last-set tiebreak. 

“Here, there was really no- 
where where I had a chance,” 
said Capriati, who has beaten 
Seles just once in five matches. 
“At the U.S. Open, I was so 
dose.” 

The top-ranked Seles added 
$70,000 to her earnings and heads 
into the Virginia Slims Cham- 
pionships, where she is the de- 
fending champion, with an ex- 
traordinary record. 

Seles, who became world num- 
ber one in March, has reached 
the finals of all 15 events die has 
entered in 1991, and the 17-year- 
old Yugoslav won three “Grand 
SI* — i events — the Australian, 
French and U.S. Open titles. 

“Deep down I wanted it (to be 
number one),” Seles said. “Every 
player thinks about being number 
one. But you don’t know if you 


believe it’ll be posable. 

“If anyone told me I would win 
three Grand Slams and get to the 
final of so many tournaments, I 
wouldn't have believed it,” die 
said. “This year I learned a lot 
about being number one.” 

After die match, Capriati was 
lim p in g stightiy but she insisted 
the injury would not keep her 
away from the season-ending 
championships in New York. 

“There’s a tittle pain in my 
(right) leg,” said Capriati, who 
won $35,000 as runner-up. “I felt 
it a couple of times in practice. 
And Monica pulls you so wide.” 
Forcing Capriati wide was not 
the only advantage exercised by 
Seles. She hit a little harder, 
thought her strategy t hr o u gh a 
little dearer and maintained her 
intensity a little longer. 

With Seles dictating play, Cap- 
riati was guilty of 32 unforced 
errors in the match. 

Seles raced to a 4-1 lead, but 
Capriati fought back to tie. Seles 
then began giving the American 
heavier topspin shots and broke 
“-serve in the 12th game on her fust 
set point when Capriati sailed a 
forehand crosscourt wide. 

In the second set, Seles surren- 
dered just six points on serve and 
Capriati could only bold her serve 
once. 


U.S. holds off Sweden 3-2 in 
Women’s Soccer Championship 


PUNYU, China (AP) — The 
United States nearly squandered 
a three-goal lead and withstood a 
furious rally to defeat Sweden 3-2 
in their opening match of the 
FIFA Women’s World Soccer 
Oiampionship Sunday. 


Goab by April Henrichs, Carin 
Jennings and Mia Hamm, plus 
several saves by goalkeeper Mary 
Harvey were just enough to beat 
Sweden, a team the United States 
bad never before defeated. 

In other action Sunday, Brazil 
took a share of the Group B lead 
with the United States after beat- 
ing Japan 1-0 in Foshan. Ger- 
many stopped Nigeria 4-0 and is 
tied for first place in Group C 
with Italy. 

The Italians txouced Taiwan 
5-0 behind three goals from cap- 


tain Carolina Morace in a match 
also played in Jiangmen. 

Helle Kristine Jensen land 
scored twice as Denmark heat 
New Zealand 3-0 in Canton to 
move mop group A with China. 
The Chinese whipped Norway 4-0 
in the opening match Saturday. 

U.S. coach Anson Dorrance 
said bis team showed its lack of 
experience after budding the big 
lead late into the game. 

“I thought we were lucky to 
dodge all the bullets tonight,” 
Dorrance said. “When you are up 
by .three goals, we should not 
have been as nervous as we 
were.” 

Sweden forced plenty of errors 
in die American defence with a 
blend of long passes into the 
goalmouth and shots from long 
range. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
S TANNAH H1RSCH 

r .091 Tttuni MMM Soneu, Inc 


SIMPLY BRILLIANT 


Both vulnerable- West deals. 

NORTH 

* A K 8 2 
? A K 4 2 
0 Q 6 

* 6 6 2 

WEST EAST 

*66 * 10 943 

J 8 6 ^10 8 

0AKJ878 0 92 

* A 9 * K J 10 S 3 

SOUTH 

* Q J 7 
V Q 9 7 S 
0 10 6 4 

* Q 7 4 
The bidding: 

West North East South 

1 0 Dbl Pass 1 <7 

2 0 2 <7 Para Pass 

Pais 

Opening lead* King of 0 
Yesterday’s hand illustrated 
when it ie necessary to lead sway 
from a king in an attempt to bring 
declarer to the knee. On rare occa- 
sions, even more drastic steps are 
necessary. Sitting West when this 
deal waa played many years ago was 
one of the most imaginative, and 
best, card players of all time, the late 
Helen Sobel Smith. 

There was nothing remarkable 
about the auction. With half the 
prime cards in the pack. North was 
certainly worth a competitive b>»m» 
to two hearts, and looking at the 
North-South cards only, it mi ght 


’seem there would be' little to the 
play- Helen, however, had other 
ideas. 

On the lead of the king of dia- 
monds East signalled encourage- 
ment with the nine. West continued 
with the ace and jack of diamonds. 
Since ruffing high in dummy would 
surely promote a trump trick for the 
defenders, and since East would 
surdy .overruff if dummy niffed low, 
declarer chose to discard a chib from 
the table. East signalled with the 
eight of dubs. 

We would bet our bottom dollar 
that most Wests would now contin- 
ue with ace and another chib, and 
that would be the end for the de- 
fense. No matter bow the play pro- 
ceeded. the defenders would get no 
more tricks and the contract would 
soil home. 


Our Helen, though, was made of 
sterner stuff Trusting partner’s sig- 
nal she underied the ace of dubs! 
East took the king and returned a 
dub to partner’s ace. The defenders 
had their book, and Helen no# de- 
livered the coup dc grace — she led 

the three of dmnuwida 
East was frilly aware of what was 
going on. When declarer diwawInH a 
spade from dummy. East ruffed 
with the ten. South overrufied with 

the queen, but them was now no way 
West could be prevented from scor- 
ing a trump trick for down one. 


Despite loss, 
ready to take 


Sabatini 
top spot 


NEW YORK (AP) — Despite 
another loss to a younger player, 
Gabriela Sabatini says she’s ready 
to assume tbe top spot in die 
tennk unkings . 

“I played very well in tbe first 
half of tbe yen. I proved I could 
be No. 1,” said tbe Ar ge ntini an 
right-hander. “Even though I 
didn’t win a Grand Slam, it was a 
good year fin- me.” 

Playing in her first tournament 
since a lower back injury forced 
her off die circuit, tbe 21-yearold 
Sabatini lost to 15-year-old Jen- 
nifer Ca priati in die semifinals of 

ritfi Vir ginia Slinw rrf P hilariHphta 

Saturday. Both Sabatini and Cap- 
riati will be in the 16-player Virgi- 
nia sums Chgmp i mvdripK- 
“I like to play New York. I 
always play very well,” said Saha- 
tmi, whose two biggest tourna- 
ment tides — tbe U.S. Open in 
1990 and the Virginia Slims 
Champ ionships in 1988 — both 
came in New York. 

Tm [Haying very well now,” 
die. said before her loss to Cap- 
riati. “I feel good physically.” 
Sabatini is seeded third in this 
year’s $3 million, season-ending 
tournament. Her first-round 
opponent will be Katerina 
Maleeva, who Saturday won a 
tournament in Indianapolis. If 
Sabatini defeats Maleeva, she 
could have a rematch with Cap- 


riati, the No. 6 seed here who will 
face Nathalie Tauziat of France in 
her first-round match. 

Top-seeded is Monica Seles, 
the 1990 Vir ginia SSKms Cham- 
pionships winner who will begin 
defence of bear title against Juhe 
Halard of France. 

In last year’s final, Seles' 
needed five sets to defeat Sabati- 
ni, the first time since 1901 that a 
women’s match went five sets. 

Two other former champions 
are in the field. Martina Navrati- 
lova, a four-time winner whose 
last tide came in November 1986, 
is seeded fourth. Seeking a record 
158th career singles title, Navrati- 
lova’s first-round opponent is 
Lori McNefl. 


Gullit’s heroics for Milan 
defeat Italian champions 


By Reuter. 


The No. 2 seed, Steffi Graf, 
woo here in 1987 and 1989. Graf 
won her third Wimbledon title 
this year, and has added three 
tournament crowns since the 
U.S. -Open. She begins play 
against Spam’s Condnta Mar- 
tinez. .... 

Other first-round pairings -pit 
seventh-seeded Mary Joe Fernan- 
dez against Helena Sokova of 
Czechoslovakia, No. 5 Arantxa 
Sanchez Vkario of Spain against 
Zina Garrison, and No. 8 Jana 
Novotna of Czechoslovakia 
against Maonela Maleeva- 
Fragmere of Switzerland. 


Cooper replaces Damiani 
as Holyfield opponent 


ATLANTA, Georgia (R) — Ita- 
lian Frandsco Damiani has pulled 
out of next Saturday’s fight 
against undisputed heavyweight 
champion Evander Holyfield be- 
cause of a twisted right ankle, 
promoter Mike Boorman said. 


Boorman said Damiani, who 
injured the ankle in training 
Thursday, will be replaced by 
American heavyweight Ben 
Cooper. 

Cooper, 25, is 26-7 with 23 
victories within the distance. 


FLAMBOYANT Dutch striker 
Ruud Gullit earned Italian acco- 
lades Monday after scoring both 
gpals in AC Milan’s 2-0 defeat of 

champion* Sampdoria, hairing 
speculation that he might be past 
Ins best. 

Gullit also hit the crossbar dur- 
ing Sunday’s scintillating display 
Cm- the league leaders, promptin g 
a headline in leading sports daily 
Gazette DeDo Sport to 
“Gullit the divine.” 

Tbe Dutchman, who miss ed 
modi of the last two seasons 
because of knee trouble and who 
has been under pre s s ur e this sea- 
son to hold a first team place, 
refused to s ee Sun day’s g*™* as a 
personal tr iump h. 

“I don’t play for revenge, but 
just for myself. I've had to strug- 
gie for months to prove to certain 
people that Tm still a good play- 
er. 

Milan have a one-point lead 
over Inventus who beat Torino 
-1*0 in an explosive derby during" 
which Torino’s Pasquale Bruno 
and Roberto Foficano were sent 
off. 

In the day’s other big match, 
third-placed Napoli confirmed 
their current good form, drawing 
1-1 with as Roma in Rome. 

Hero of tbe hour for Napoli 
was midfielder Gianfranco Zola, 
the former understudy to Argen- 
tine star Diego Maradona. 

Zola, who made an impressive 
international debut for Italy 
against Norway Wednesday in 
Areigo Saodn’s new look side, 
scored tbe Napoli equaliser de- 
spite carrying an injury through- 
out tbe game. 

“Real, easy... Atletico, phew,” 
the headline in a sports newspap- 
er summed up reaction to the 
weekend victories of Madrid’s 


two rival teams, stiD first and 
second in the league. 

Leaders Real Madrid, who 
looked to have a tough task away 
to Real Burgos, turned in a daisy 
second half display to cruise to an 
imp re ssi ve 2-0 win. 

Real coach Radomir Antic was 
satisfied with the pe r for m ance 
which gave his team their ninth 
win in 10 matches. “In tbe first 
half we were a bit conservative, 
but in the second half we played 
like champions, with real pace.” 

Atletico, three points behind, 
straggled to beat modest Canary 
Islanders Tenerife at home, the 
only goal oonting from substitute 
Juan Sabas 11 minnlcs from time. 

Defending champions Barcelo- 
na served notice that they are not 
out of the title reckoning when 
they turned on a sparkling display 
to beat Deportivo La Coruna 4-0, 
their first away success erf the 
season. 

Unheralded Caen took advan- 
tage of lacklustre performances 
by France’s top teams to settle 
into third place in tbe French 
League with a 1-0 victory at lowly 
Nunes Sunday. 

The Normandy team, who 
moved up to the first division for 
the first time only three years 
ago, trail second-placed Monaco 
by just one point and have be- 
come unexpected contenders for 
die tide. 

They overtook the expensively 
built Paris St. Germain, who 
were cradled at St. Etienne 3-0 
Saturday. French champions 
Marseille were held to a 1-1 draw 
by Monaco in the highlight match 
of the league Thursday. 

German football Monday 
mourned tbe death of the Col- 
ogne striker Maurice Banach. 

B anach was tbe second highest 
scorer with 10 goals so far this 
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FORECAST FOR TUESDAY NOVEMBER 19, 091 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, CanoR Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Get- 
ting rid of all those accumulated 
tasks that have built up over the 
last three months isn't going to 
happen today with the double 
square of Satan and Uranus, and 
Moon in Thorns. 




ASSES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You are able to see just what your 
partners want from you and if you 
win go along with their new sugges- 
tions you can make headway but 
don't be stubborn. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
There axe many behind tbe scenes 
activities that may perplex you but 
take your time to think them out 
and avoid that tendency to judge 
too critically. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
find you can get out with both 
friends and also attachment and 
make considerable headway to 
gain the personal longing they can 
give to you. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Don't let members of yoor 
Eamfly keep you from that outride 
rtnmty that now presents it- 


opport 
sdf to 


to you and don't be so im- 
mersed in little hems. 


LEO: (July 22 to August 21) What- 
ever new ideas come to you are 
very good and can be put to good 
use by die intelligence plus the 
good humour with which you 
attack them right away. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Your need for attending to 


financial matters is great but be 
sure you listen to the right petsom 
who are indicating to you your 
fixture path. 

I JURA: (September 23 to October 

22) You now find that you are able 

to enjoy yourself while at the same 
time impressing both acquiaot- 
aaces and those you fike very much 
with your talents. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Tins is tire time to 
sure that you do handle those 
private worries in a manner that 
offends no one and brings the go6d 
wifi of experts. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Make certain that 
• you go off to appealing entertain- 
mentwith the most congenial com- 
panions with whom you can get fa 
contact and make arrangements. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 in 
January 20) You haw some highly 
effective means by which to get 
members of yoor own household to 
go along with a plan that can brmg 
you closer to your hearts desire. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Fetuu- 
. ary 19) Whatever meetings and 
appointments you now have, go to 
them with an open mind and don't 
try to convince them that some 
long time plan is still satisfactory. 
PISCES: (February 20 to Much 
20) Money, money, money is your 
central theme today so be sure you 
get yom bills paid, collections done 
and discuss your future with astute 
friends. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



“You’re supposed to LOVE, 
HONOR and CHERISH — not 
YAWN, SNARL and GRUNT!” 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
| s by Henri Arnold and Bob Lae 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to fomi 
four ottflnary words. 


They 


GEEBI 



ex; 

k: 





ONEY 



_X1_ 

nz 


VURSCY 


HE 




TUL 

FAY 


LL 


r ^ 


PEOPLE WHO ARE 
TRULY “POLISHED* 
NEN/EP CAST THIS- 


Now arrange the efreted letters to — 
form the surprise answer, as sug- — 
Seated by the above cartoon. 




(Answers tomorrow} 

Yesterday's I JumWes: SNOWY GULLY FORGER NIPPLE 


Answer She was always sura to keep a secret — 
GOING 


THE Daily Crossword by WSson McBeath 


ACROSS 
1 Chavs man 
5 Oceanic tunicate 
10 June hooorees 

14 Precedes logic 
and gram 

15 In any way 

16 Beehive Stats 

17 Casino machine 

18 True-blue 

19 Tabu 

20 Mex. Mrs. 

22 CUng to a 

decision 

24 Smothers and 
Sefleck 
28 Rt to — 

27 Kept in reserve 
.31 Become furious 

35 Declares openly 

36 Deserved 

38 Paul Bunyan's 
tool 

39 Actor Bruce 

40 Missionary 
Junipers — 

41 Vittorio de — 

42 Stool pigeon 

43 Upright pillar 

44 Part of a stair 

45 Ancient ascetic 
47 In a composed 

way 

49 Tastes 

51 Rt 

52 Gel Into action 
56 Predicament 

60 ScarietTs home 

61 Old musical sign 
63 WBoMhe 

■‘Waltons" 

84 Tied 

65 Conclude tram 
evidence 

66 Lavwet 

67 Tableland 

68 Parting words In 
Eng. 

QOApdsntcKyof 
Asia Minor 


i 

1 

— 

« 





H 




- 






M 

V 

ZS 

M 


3ft 




» 




if 



1 

u 


■ 

ai 



ai 

a 

a 

a 


n 




M 




*7 



— 
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M raght* newfwd' 


DOWN 

1 Osculate 

2 Run mpeutrai 

3 inert gas 

4 Be successful 

5 DeH product 


6 From — Z 

7 Places 

8 Hiode la — 

9 Contused 

10 Scot city 

11 Over 

12 Author of “Two 
Years Before 
the Mast" 

13 Photograph 

2i Howard and By 
23 IrxSgertce 
25 Mountalnsida 
detritus 

27 Chaplain 

28 Eye parts 

29 Wrongful acts 

30 Lords 

32 Uplift 

33 Stand out 

34 Loving term 
37 Shoe inserts 

40 Hurry! 

41 Brde one's tfen 

43 Rt of pique 

44 Track 

46 Spain: Sp. 


Yesterday's Puzrfa Safrwfc 
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nnnin nnnnn onnn 
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nnnn nnnn 
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sIHja 
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dollar 
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*•- VS 


48 Ones who 
deceive 
50 City near 
Florence 

52 Stalk 

53 Bastes part 


64 God of war / 
'SSCfeanp 
57 Equipment 
38 Sandwich- type 
59 Low card 
62^ culpa - 
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1.7850 



European Cwreny Unit 



1 MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

4.87 

4.93 

4.93 

10.37 

10.25 

10.25 

8.9 3 

9.31 

9.37 

id 

7.81 

7.81 

9.31 

9 .25 

us 

| 6.31 

6.21 

5.93 

j 9.62 

9.75 

, 9.75 




USD/Oi 

JD/Gm 


06 

.088 


Currency 


UA 



Deutsche Mark 

0.4225 

0.4246 

Swiss Franc 

0.4760 

0.4784 

French Franc 

0.1236 1 

0.1241 

Japanese Yen* 

0.5266 

0.5292 

Dntch Guilder 

0.3749 

0.3168 \ 

Swedish Krona 

mssm 

BB 

Italian Lira 4 

0.0559 

0.0562 

Belgian Franc 

0.02013 

0.02023 


* Brr IN 

Other O ir r—dM 


Currency 


Bahrrini Himir 


Lebanese Lira 6 


Saadi Rlyal 


Data: 18/11/1991 



LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following axe the buying and setting rates for 
fending world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Monday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


ounce of 


1.797 xrn 

1.1280/85 

1.6055/65 

1.8105/15 

1.4241/48 

33.11/14 

5.4910/60 

1213/1214 

128.85/95 

5.8725/75 

65075/25 

6.2450/2500 

35955/360.05 


U.S. dollars 
Canadian dollar 
De utachenuu ta 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French Crams 

I talian lire 

Japanese' yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish c ro wn s 
U.S. dollars 


Hyundai challenges Seoul 


SEOUL (R) — South Korea’s 
most powerful businessman 
threw down the gauntlet to the 
government Monday, saying be 
could not and would not pay 
unprecedented penalty taxes 
levied on iris Hyundai group. 

“Hyundai simply does not have 
the money to pay. And we have 
no intention of (paying)," Hyun- 
dai founder Chung Ju-Jrmg told a 
news conference. 

Tax officials this month slap- 
ped penalty taxes totalling 136.1 
billion won ($181.5 mflfion) on 
Hyundai, 10 its 47 Mbsufiaries, 
Mr. Chung and nine members of 
his family for tax evasion. 

The sum, the largest tax penal- 
ty ever here, amazed many South 
Koreans. 

Mr. Chung, noted for his disci- 
plinarian management style and 
tough labour relations, tokl re- 
porters he would fight the levy in 
court He also took out large 
front-page advertisements in 
evening newspapers accusing the 
Office of National Tax Adminis- 
tration (ONTA) of exceeding the 
law. 

Tax officials deny Mr. Chung, 
75, was singled out because of his 
vocal opposition to government 
policies. But government officials 
have said privately the investiga- 
tion is part of an effort by Presi- 
dent Roh Tae- Woo’s administra- 
tion to curb the huge influence of - 


the conglomerates. 

“The days when the Hyundais 
were virtual arms of the govern- 
ment and could dictate policy are 
over now," said a local stocks 
analyst. 

Mr. Chung, the sou of a poor 
fanner, still commands respect 
for building the small construc- 
tion company he founded in 
1947 into one of the country’s two 
largest conglomerates — a sym- 
bol of South Korea’s transition 
from a desperately poor agrarian 
nation to an industrial power. 

Hyundai is the nation’s largest 
car exporter and leading shipbuil- 
der. Since the early 1980s it has 
expanded into electronics, semi- 
conductors and petrochemicals. 

Share analysts saw the tax 
probe as a first attempt to bloc 
transfers of wealth between gen- 
erations of chaebol (conglomer- 
ate) families. 

They said chaebol founders 
usually tried to complete asset 
transfers to heirs before death in 
order to secure family manage- 
ment control and avoid death 
duties. 

Mr. Chung said in the adver- 
tisement that Hyundai had paid 
26 billion won ($35.1 million) in 
transfer taxes in the past two 
years. “We did not engage in tax 
evasion. We cannot accept this 
excessive taxation.” 

An ONTA spokesman said the 


investigation was conducted 
■ “strictly and fairly” in accordance 
with tax laws. 

Hyundai's size and wealth and 
power are resented by some in a 
country experimenting with 
democracy after nearly four de- 
cades of military-backed author- 
itarian role. 

The conglomerates worked 
hand-in-glove with authoritarian 
governments which funnelled 
funds an contracts to the chaebol 
in the name of development. 

Mr. Roh, elected in 1988 after 
a popular revolt forced military 
strongman Chun Doo Hwan to 
concede a direct plebiscite, has 
tried to whittle down the power 
of the chaebol. Presidential elec- 
tions are due next year. 

Banks were ordered to channel 
credit towards smaller and 
medium-sized companies, the en- 
trepreneurial sector. The chaebol 
were told to halt wasteful expan- 
sion into new and imwJatwi areas 
which blocked smaller would-be 
competitors. 

They were ordered to sell sub- 
stantial land holdings, freeing 
vast tracts for housing at a time of 
acute shortage. 

The ONTA spokesman said 
Hyundai’s assets would be seized 
temporarily if the courts role 
against Mr. Chung. A five per 
cent surcharge would also be 
levied on the overdne amount. 


‘Low inflation hurts Britons 9 


LONDON (R) — Britain’s infla- 
tion rate fell to 3.7 per cent in 
October — its lowest level for 
three-and-a-half years — boost- 
ing Conservative government 
hopes of an economic recovery 
ahead of general elections next 
year. 

Prime Minister John Major de- 
scribed the official figures as 
“wonderful news." But financial 
markets took a less generous view 
and the opposition LabourParty 
was lukewarm. 

“Any reduction in the rate of 
inflation is, of course, welcome, 
but it has been achieved at a 
terribly high pice with 750,000 
extra unemployed and record 
levels of business failures and 
home repossessions,” said 


Labour economic spokesman 
John Smith. 

James Barty, an economist at 
Morgan Grenfell, said “the head- 
line figure is slightly disappoint- 
ing and the data shows that prices 
have risen in a number of areas.” 

Some economists were expect- 
ing inflation to fall as low as 3.3 
per cent in October, below Ger- 
many’s rate of 3.5 per cent. 

The Conservative government 
is hoping lower inflation and in- 
terest rates will stimulate con- 
sumer demand and help the eco- 
nomy recover from recession in 
time for the election which must 
be called by mid-1992. 

Britain’s headline inflation rate 
has fallen sharply over the past 


year from a peak of 10.9 per cent 
in October 1990. 

But economists said the 
reasons for the fall were largely 
technical. Mortgage interest rates 
have come down and reductions 
to the controversial local govern- 
ment poll tax also trimmed the 
index. 

The fall in underlying inflation 

— which strips out such factors 

has been more subdued. In Octo- 
ber inflation minus the i m pa ct of 
mortage rate changes fell to 55 
per cent. 

Economists expect inflation to 
move up to around 45 per cent 
early next year as factors flatter- 
ing die index drop out of the 
annual comparison. 


Japan deports increasing 
number of illegal workers 


TOKYO (R) — Japan deported 
an increasing number of illegal 
foreign workers in the first half of 
this year, with the number of 
Ira mans ordered to leave rising 
more than four-fold, tire ministry 
of justice said. 

In a report issued Sunday, the 
minis try said Japan deported 
12,265 such workers in the 
period, an increase of 31.7 per 
cent over the fame period in 
1989. 

The number in the first half of 
1990 was 23,100, but it was an 
unusal year because many fore- 
igners volunteered for- deporta- 
tion ahead of a new labour law 
that increased penalties for em- 
ployers using illegal workers. 

In 1991, Koreans topped the 
list with 4,221, an increase of 27.4 
per cent over 1991, Iranians were 
second with 2,225, an increase of 
470 per cent, followed by Filipi- 
nos, Malaysians and Hiais. 

Nearly half the deported men 
worked in the construction indus- 
try and 35 per cen were in manu- 
facturing. 

Of the 3,087 women deported, 
52.9 per cent worked as hostes- 
ses, with a further 20 per cent 
working in restaurants and other 
places of entertainment. 

Severe labour shortages in 
Japan mean many employers are 
eager to take on illegal workers 
despite the penalties. 


Many workers say authorities 
tom a blind eye to the problem 
because many factories would 
dose without the workers. 

On the other hand, rising crime 
committed by foreigners in Japan 
is putting pressure on authorities 
to crack down on die illegal work- 
ers. 

The Nihon Keizai Shim bun 
newspaper quoted Monday Jus- 
tice Munster Takashi Tawara as 
saying his ministry did not have 
enough manpower to deal with 

Tunisia expects 
record olive 
oil production 

TUNIS (R) — Tunisia, the 
world’s second largest exporter of 
olive ofl after Spain, expects re- 
cord production from the 1991- 
1992 harvest, the National Ofl 
Office (ONH) fan said. 

The projected total this season, 
thanks to excellent weather, was 
220,000 tonnes of ohve oil, an 
ONH official told Reuter. 

The last record season was 
1975-1976 when 180,000 tonnes 
were produced.. 

The ONH is h state organisa- 
tion winch has a monopoly on 
production. 
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the increasing number of fore- 
igners entering Japan. ,, 

He repeated the official policy 
that, while Japan would continue 
to accept foreigners with skills or 
those who were learning them, it 
would not accept unskilled work- 
ers. 

Nicaragua 
cuts army 
spending 

MANAGUA, Nicaragua (R) — 
Nicaraguan President Violeta 
Chamorro's administration has 
presented to parliament a $518 
million 1992 budget that included 
a masked cut in army spending. 

Spending on the 21, 000-man 
popular Sandmbta army was set 
at the equivalent of $41 mflfiogi, 
down from this year's mflftaxy 
funding of $70 mflfion, Finance 
Minister Emilio Herein told the 
national assembly. 

Health and Education spend- 
ing in 1992 was set to increase 
seven per cent over this year, 
while job-generating investment 
spending win jump 3.6 times to 
$131 million, Mr. Pereira said. 
Servicing on foe country's $9. 
trillion foreign debt was set at $53- 

millio n . 

The army had 80,000 men 
when Mrs. Chamorro took office 
in April 1990, shortly before the 
end to the eight-year war be- 
tween U.S.-backed Contra rebels 
and the fanner Sandmwte gov- 
ernment. 

Independent deputy Moises 
Hassan said the $41 mflfion set 
for the army in 1992 was “more 
reasonable" than this year’s fund- 
ing and predicted the budget 
would have an easier time passing 
through parliament than in 1990. 

Last year Mrs. Chamorro bat- 
tled with deputies in her centre- 
right National Op p os i tion Union 
(UNO) alliance who sought to 
chop $20 million off the army’s 
budget- They argued that foe 
post-war military was funnelling 
money to the opposition Sawfi- 
wfeta National Liberation Front 
Party. 


Mercedes 280 SE, in a very good condition. Model 1970, colour 
champaigne, automatic transmission, tinted glass, sunroof, foal 
injection, real leather interior, power steering, original parte. 
Price JD 9,000 

Pieese aril 897520 


Tycoon 
to swap 
pizza for 
heavenly 
bread 


DETROIT (R) — The bfl- 
fionaire owner of a U.S. pizza 
chain and professional baseball 
team says fas wealth bothers 
him spiritually and he may sell 
bus businesses and possessions 
to prepare himself for heaven. 

Tom Monaghan, a devout 
Roman Catholic, has amassed 
a fortune in art works, rare 
automobiles and real estate in 
addition to his domino’s pisa 
empire and the Detroit Tlgere 
ball dub. 

However, “I've always 
understood the (Bible) verse 
about the rich man getting into 
heaven,” Mr. Monaghan, 54, 
said in an interview with the 
Detroit News published Sun- 
day. 

“None of the things I’ve 
bought, and I mean none of 
them, have ever really made 
me happy," be said. “Most of 
foe time I was buying things to 
get attention, to have people 
notice me. That’s file sin of 
pride, the worst sin of all, and 
Tm the guiltiest person.” 

“I'm the biggest hypocrite 
there is. So anything I’ve got 
that gives me pleasure only for 
selfish reasons, I'm setting,” he 
affirmed. 

Mr. Monaghan went for 
bring nearly broke to bring a 
billionaire, as estimated by 
Fortune magazine, by develop- 
ing a network of pizza stores 
that promise home delivery in 
30 minutes or less. 

He paid $53 mflfion for the 
Tigers, $25 million for a 
wooded retreat and golf 
course, $8 million for a Bugatti 
automobile and mil Ho ns more 
for homes and furniture de- 
signed by Frank Lloyd Wright. 


Cambodia’s 
exchange 
rate dips 


PHNOM PENH (R) — The U.S. 
dollar has phmgedf on Cambo- 
dia’s volatile kerbside market on 
the arrival of United Nations 
peacekeeping troops, merefaant- 
moneychangere who control the 
currency market said Monday. 

The dollar was trading at an 
unofficial rate of 1,105 riel Fri- 
day, down from a high of 1,200 
last month, traders said. The 
bank rate of 1,000 rid is largely 
ignored. 

“You could say that the arrival 
of the United Nations has pushed 
down die U.S. dollar,” said one 
ethnic Chinese shopkeeper- 
moneychanger in fas store on 
Phnom Penh’s mam achnr ream 
street 

*T expect the rate to remain 
quite steady at around tins level 
now that the U.N. is here to bring 
peace,” he said. 

The black market rate soared 
from 610 rid last January to a 
high of 1,315 in August. It stabil- 
ised after the signing of a peace 
accord on Oct. 23 to end 13 years 
of dvil war. 

Demand for U.S. dollars sky- 
rocketed in .foe past few months 
when peace talks began to show 
progress and consumer goods 
flooded in, most smuggled across 
Cambodia’s porous borders. 

“There has been high demand 
fix' dollars because of all the 
imports, but with the U.N. com- 
ing in we expect a big inflow of 
dollars,” the shopkeeper said. 

. Trying to keep pace with foe 
black market, the gov ernm ent 
raised the official rate to 1,000 
from 800 in August. 

The rate has been fl u c tuat i n g 
between about 1,100 and 1,105 
since the U.N. troops and Siha- 
nouk arrived. It can change 
several times in a day on the 
informal and sophisticated street 
market. 

Dollars have become a virtual 
carrency in Cambodia as its war- 
shattered economy struggles to 
rebuild after the 1975-79 Khmer 
Rouge role when money was 
abolished. 

Economic recovery has been 
further hampered by aU.S. trade 
embargo imposed after Vietnam 
invaded in December 1978 to 
evict the bloodthirsty Khmer 


Riyadh launches 

treasury bills 
to cover deficit 


MANAMA, Bahrain (R) — 
Sau d i Arabia offered treasury 
bids to banks in the kingdom for 
the first time Monday in a bid to 
tap excess liquidity and help fi- 
nance its budget deficit, Riyadh- 
based bankers said. 

The Saudi Arabian Monetary 
Agency (SAMA) announced it 
was offering 15 billion riyals 
($400 mflfion) worth of four, 13 
and 26-week bills in a telex to 
banks. 

.Economists say Riyadh’s 
budget deficit swelled to $16 tril- 
lion in 1990 from a projected $6.6 

billion axvi a nimilar sho rtfall is 

expected in 1991. 

Bankers calculated the yield to 
be 4.7889 per cent for the four 
week treasury bills, 4.9126 per 
cent for the 13-weeks and 4.9825 
per cent for the 26-weeks. 

This was about two basis points 
below the bid side of the inter- 
bank deposit market and in line, 
with previous weekly issues of 
bankets security deposit accounts 
(BSDA’s) which were suspended 
Saturday to make way for the 
trills, they said. 

Initial response was positive. 
Bankers said they believed the 
bills, which will be issued 
Wednesday, would be oversub- 
scribed. 

“The rates are good for the 
market — there’s room to man- 
oeuvre and we’re going for 
than,” one treasury bead said. 

The treasury bills are expected 
to smooth out short-term cash 
flow problems for the govern- 
ment caused by the Gulf crisis. 

Unlike the BSDAs, proceeds 
from their sale will go directly to 
the Saudi government. 


Bankers 4 say the trills are an 
improvement over the BSDA’s 
because they are a fully negoti- 
able instrument which can be 
resold to government agencies, 
corporate and private investors. 

The are expecting SAMA to 
announce a repurchase and re- 
verse repurchase facility which 
would translate into a floor and 
ceiling for return on overnight 
funds in the kingdom’s unde- 
veloped interbank market. 

The reverse repurchase facility 
would give bankers another out- 
let for excess funds and provide 
another tool for SAMA to con- 
trol excess liquidity, bankers say. 

SAMA has informed banks it 
will also issue 52-week bills on 
Nov. 26. Those offerings are ex- 
pected to continue on a monthly 
basis. The other maturities will be 
issued every week. 

In tine with set policy, SAMA 
did not announce foe yield on the 
bflb because of sensitivity over a 
Muslim ban on usury. 

The amount of the bills are 
expected to vary from week to 
week depending on the govern- 
ment’s financing requirements. 

Saudi Arabia borrowed $7 bil- 
lion from foreign and domestic 
banks in its first syndicated cre- 
dits tins year to help cover GuU 
crisis costs estimated at between 
$50 to $65 billion. 

It postponed announcing a 
1991 budget because of difficul- 
ties in projecting ofl revenues and 
war-related expenditure. 

Economists believe most of the 
kingdom's war-related costs have 
been paid and provided oil re- 
venues remain strong in 1992, it 
will not have to seek more 
sovereign loans. 


Turks make plans 
to turn Istanbul 
into fashion centre 


ISTANBUL (R) — Turkey^one 
of the world’s leading textile 
mannfactnrers, is making plans to 
become a major supplier of 
ready-made clothing to the Soviet 
Union and East European coun- 
tries, a senior industry official 
said. 

“Istanbul will become the 
fashion centre for 500 million 
people in the Soviet Union and 
the former Warsaw Pact coun- 
tries in eastern Europe,” said 
Hasan Aral, chairman of the 
Turkish Qotiring Manufacturers 
Association. 

He said in an interview die 
a ssocia ti on submitted a project to 
move used cotton yara machinery 
from Turkey to the cotton-rich 
Soviet Turkic republics. 

“They grow a lot of cotton 
there but don’t have die technol- 
ogy or machinery,” be said. 

The Soviet Union is the world’s 
third biggest cotton grower and 
second largest exporter, with ex- 
ports of 490,000 tonnes in 1991. 
Uzbekistan led Soviet cotton pro- 


duction with 61 per cent, fol- 
lowed by Turkmenistan with 175 
and Tajikistan with 10 per cent 
“ft will allow us to export yam. 
and doth from the Soviet Union 
at very competitive prices,” said 
Mr. Aral, “and it witt create 
access for us into these markets.” 
Mr. Aral said that by the end 
of the decade Turkey would buy 
up to $8 billion worth of new. 
machinery from countries like the 
U.S., Germany, Italy, Switzer- 
land and Japan. 

Turkey is the world’s sixth 
largest textiles producer and top 
exporter of textiles and ready- 
made wear to the European 
Community (EC), ranking 
seventh in world cotton produc- 
tion and eighth in wool. 

Textiles are Turkey’s largest 
export, making up 30 per cent of 
the total in 1990 with over $4 
trillion. 

Mr. Arat said joint ventures 
could be set up to exploit oppor- 
tunities in the cotton-growing 
Soviet republics. 


Americans blame Japan 
for trade friction 


TOKYO (R) — Most Americans 
blame Japan for continued trade 
friction but Japanese think bi- 
lateral ties with the United States 
are in good order, an opinion 
survey in the daily Mainichi 
Shimbun has said. 

About 55 per cent of Japanese 
in tiie survey thought Japan's 
relations with the United States 
were good, but only 40 per cent 
of American respondents agreed, 
it said. 

Mainichi’s survey of 2,000 
Japanese and 3,000 Americans 


was conducted on overall bilateral 
ties to marie the 50th anniversary 
of Japan’s attack on Pearl Har- 
bour. 

Asked which country was to 
blame for trade problems, 16 per 
cent of Japanese said Japan and 
23 per cent the United States. 
Among Americans, Japan scored 
43 per cent and their own country 
19 per cent. 

Most Japanese thought a gov- 
ernment envoy should visit Pearl 
Harbour on the Dec. >7 
anniversary, but most Americans 
said there was no such need. 


1- Semi-villa, separate entrance & garden, 190m*, 3 bedrooms, ' 
2 baths,... etc. 

2- Rat, 1st floor, 180m 2 , 3 bedrooms, 2 baths,- separate 
entrance. 

Location: Abdoun, besides Housing Bank "branch. 

Call: teL 813108: 


Furnished Apartment For Rent 

Consists of three bedrooms, sitting room, dining room, three 
bathrooms with central heating and private entrance. Located at 
Rabwat Al Ferdous, west Amman. Could be rented empty or 
furnished. 

interes te d persons are kindly requested 
to cell teL B41343 Amman 


Furnished apartment consists of three bedrooms, living 
room, salon, dining room, two bathrooms, and a tele- 
phone. 

Location: Shmelsani, Kazweeni Street, near the Malaysian 
Consulate. . 

For niore Information call 673470 
between 10 am - 1 pm and 3&0 - 7 pm 
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World News 


Indonesian forces execute Timor 
witnesses — Australian sources 


? (R) — Australia- 

' *>ased opponents of Jakarta’s rale 
■' over E«t Timor accused Indone- 
„-*iau troops Monday of co mmit - 
-l fete a second massacre in the 


Mr. Sampaio said civilians and 
priests in Dili, and contacts in the 
Fretilin Separatist Movement in 
both Dili and Lisbon, confirmed 


£ The Timorese sources, quoting 
^wfaat they teamed eyewitnesses 
^made East Timor, said Jndone- 
£®an soldiers Friday executed 70 
j&to 80 witnesses of last Tuesday’s 
A shooting of mo ur ner s in Dili, an 
^incident which sparked intema- 
y tional prot e sts. 

■2 ■ In Jakarta, Indonesian Armed 
^.Forces spokesman Niuhadi Pur- 
cwosaputro denied the executions 
5 had taken place. "The report is a 
f- big He,” he told the official 
r Antara News Agency, 
i' .Antonio Sampaio of the East 
v’ Timor News Agency, which sup- 
>. plies Portngnese-langnagc news- 

* papers and radio programmes in 
•^Australia, said contacts in Dffi 
^.reported that the second incident 
vtook place early Friday. 

*• . He said soldiers of the 700 and 
£744 Battalions took civilians, 
arrested daring Tuesday’s clash 
^'-pr in the house-to-house searches 
{ that followed,' in four military 
tracks to a place 15 kilometres 
jlwest of Dffi. 

£ tMr. Sampaio said die dvffians 
twpre then, “executed in cold 
I. Hood’*' at Alto de Comoro, a site 
favoured by the mili tary for sec- 
r re’t executions of rebel sym- 
•.pathisers. 

i' ; “They were taken from Tar-' 
i deas and Montiana prisons in Dili 
•-iafoor military tracks,” said Mr. 
£ Sampaio,' who is also & correspon- 
*dcnt in Australia fin- Lisbon’s 
£ .piano de Notions daily news-: 

* „“The majority were arrested at 
£tiie manorial service and the rest 
plater rounded up by toe uriiitary.” 


received of the incident. 

“Abri (the military) is not as 
brutal as that. The Timorese peo- 
ple are oar own people,” be said. 

The army says 19 people were 
HIM when troops shot at people 
attending a memorial service in 
the East Timorese capital of Dili 
Tuesday. Other groups say up to 
180 died. 

Timorese sources in Australia 
said the security forces were still 
' searching hones in Dili and kid- 
napping civilians who saw Tues- 
day’s shooting in the former Por- 
tuguese colony annexed by In- 
donesia in 1976. 

Mr. Sampaio said latest reports 
put the death count from last 
Tuesday’s shootings at 183, with 
another 296 people in prisons or 
military hospitals. He said some 
of the mournera gunned down 
Tuesday had since died in hospit- 
als, where conditions were poor. 

A representative in Melbourne 
of the Fretilin Movement also 
said he had received telephone 
reports that Indonesian troops 
were searching for eyewitnesses 
to eliminate them before the start 
of a 'government inquiry. 

“People were crying on the 
telephone, asking for help from 
tiie UNO (United Nations) to 
'‘stop these kffimgs,” said Abel 
Guterres, who b also head of the 
local East Timorese Association. 

He said he heard eyew i t n ess 
accounts that the prisoners “were 
naked, blindfolded and with their 
hands tied behind their backs.” 

“The Indonesians are still kid- 
napping youths from homes, 
especially those living near the 




;1 Salvador army chief linked to killings 


'WASHINGTON (R) — A senior U.S. congressman has said in a 
■report that he had information suggesting that Salvadorean 
Defence Minister Emili o Ponce and other high officials planned 
tiie 15189 killing s of six Jesuit priests. Representative Joe Moakley, 
chairman of the House of Representatives Task Force on El 
Salvador, said the information about tiie maiden of the six 
priests, their cook and' her danghte^jeame from sources in the 
Salvadorean Armed Forces and elsewhere that he believed were in 
a position to know what happened. “According to these sources, 
the decision to murder tiie Jesuits was made at a small meeting of 
o ffi cia l s held at the Salvadorean military school in the afternoon 
prior to the murders,” Mr. Moakley said in a report to die other 
task force members, all Democrats. 


Kennedy Smith ‘contemplated suicide* 


BOSTON (Agencies) — William Kennedy Smith says he contem- 
plated suicide after he was accused of rape. In an interview in 
Monday’s Boston Herald, Mr. Smith also professed his innocence 
but hinted that he had considered a plea bargain to avoid a 
sensational trial. “I though about everything, from suicide to 
every option you can possibly imagine,” Mr. Smith said. “There 
hasn’t been one thing I haven’t considered in my mind before 
doing tins,” he said. “But now I'm looking forward to it. I think 
I*m going to get justice, and I think the truth is going to come out. 
-I can’t wait” Meanwhile in a surprise move, Jacqueline Kennedy 
:Onassis will appear at the rape trial of Mr. Smith next month, a 
■sourceT dose to the case said. The former first lady, who a second 
source said decided to attend tiie trial only after family infighting, 
.will sit.wrth several other members of the Kennedy dan to show 
her support fin- Mr. Smith, 31. Defence laywers believe Onassis’s 
presence in the' West Palm Beach courtroom will bolster the 
credibility of Mr. Smith’s claim that be had consensual sex with 
tiie woman and (fid not rape her. Onassis is Smith’s aunt by 
'marriage. 


11 killed In South African violence 


JOHANNESBURG, South Africa (AP) — Eleven people were 
kffled in Mack faction fighting, including seven people shot to 
-death when gunmen raked a party with automatic weapons, police 
said Monday. Police said gunmen armed with AK-47 automatic 
weapons a tt ac ke d the party Sunday night in. the black township of 
’Vosioorus, near Johannesburg. Seven other people were injured 
-in tiie attack. Initially police said three people had been killed 
•after they were fired on in a van. Police officers were unable to 
‘explain why the account of the attack was later changed. In other 
violence, police said Monday they found the charred body of a 
■woman who had been burned to death in Tokoza township 
•outside Johannesburg. Police said three people died in separate 
incidents daring the weekend in Natal province. The repots gave 
■few details. 


Georgian fighters shell Ossetian city 


^MOSCOW (AP) — Georgian nationalists attacked the South 
•Ossetian capital of Tskhinvali during the weekend with artillery 
land machine-gun fire and grenades, the Soviet News Agency 
.(TASS) reported. Eight people were seriously wounded and 13 
-houses were destroyed in the shelling of the autonomous region of 
the Georgian Republic early Saturday, TASS said. The report 
jaid tiie Georgians used new types of artillery “of great destructive 
.power" in tiie attack. TASS said children woe among the 
wounded. Meanwhile, TASS said, “there is a disastrous shortage 
<£ food, medicines and fuel in the city. There are apprehensions- 
jhat the city may find itself without electricity, water and gas in 
coming days. 


.Americans see Japan as rival 


'-TOKYO (R) — Three out of four Americans re^rd the Japanese 
~aa rivals, while Japanese tend to see Am e rica n s as partners, a 
n e wspap er poll showed Monday. The Asahi Sbimbun poll, taken 
a few weeks before the 50th amnveisary of the Pearl Harbour 
attack which brought the two countries to war, said 77 per cent of 
.Americans thought of Japanese as rivals and just 21 per cent as 
p art ner s . In contrast half the Japanese polled saw the relationship 
8S a partnership. Just 40 per cent saw it as one of rivariy. The two 
rsdes agreed cm one point — the main area of co mpetiti on is 
.bilateral trade, with the huge U.S. deficit still banging like a dark 
cloud over the relationship. The Asahi poll, carried out in the two 
countries early this month, showed Americans thought of Japan 
as a country with an old history and culture, winch exdudes 
f or ei gners and foreign influences, has great technology, and boys 
up American real estate. Japanese saw the United States as a free 
country with a lot of drugs and crime. 
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cemetery (where last week’s 
shootings occurred),” fie said. 
“They’re really Out to make sure 
they finish off anyone who saw 
the massacre.” 

A former Timorese resident 
with family in East Timor, who 
asked not to be named, also told 
of an incident Friday. He said one 
woman in Dili repeated that 19 of 
her family and friends were taken 
away by the militar y and killed. 

Mr. Sampaio’s sources said 
there was heavy fighting between 
Indonesian troops and Fretffin 
guerrillas in the Timorese regions 
of Baucau, Los Palos, Vequeque 
and Same. The latter is isolated 
from the rest of Timor. 

Diplomats and foreign journal- 
ists just retained from Dili said 
they had not heard any repots of 
kzfifogs Friday. But they said the 
militar y was continuing to round 
up youths suspected of involve- 
ment in .last Tuesday’s demon- 
stration. 

They said sane of those in- 
jured were too frightened to go to 
hospital. 


The army says 91 people were 
injured, including two soldiers, 
Tuesday but has refused to let 
anyone inducting relatives visit 
the hospital where they are being 
treated. 

Officials were not immediately 
available for comment on the 
reports of killings last Friday. 

In the Australian ca pital Can- 
berra, unions imposed a blockade 
on Indonesia’s embassy Monday 
in protest against last week’s kill- 
ings. 

“The purpose of applying the 
picket is to bring them (the In- 
donesians) to heel international- 
ly,” Canberra Trades and Labour 
Cotmcfl (TLC) Secretary Charles 
McD o nald said. 

“It’s the whole Indonesian gov- 
ernment winch is responsible for 
the slaughter winch taken 
place in East Timor,” be told 
about 20 uni o n i sts outside the 


The TLC hopes to stop all' 
goods and services being deli- 
vered to tiie bufldmg, surrounded 
by a two metre fence. 


Rao emerges stronger 
from Indian by-elections 


NEW DELHI (R) — Indian 
Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha 
Rao and his Congress Party 
emerged stronger Monday from a 
series of by-elections but failed to 
recover ground in a key northern 
state. 

Congress won seven of the 10 
parliamentary seats declared by 
Monday afternoon. Mr. Rao 
established an Indian record 
majority of mare than 580,000 
votes in winning a seat in his 
home state of Andhra Pradesh, 
where Congress hoped to pick up 
another. 

“All.in all, quite satisfactory 
both for the prime minister and 
the party, but we would have 
hoped to do better in Uttar 
Pradesh,” one senior Congress 
official said. 

Uttar Pradesh is India's most 
populous ami politically powerful 
state with 85 members in the 
545-seat parliament. 

Mr. Rao is only the second 
Indian prime minis ter to come 
from a state other than Uttar 
Pradesh. Congress was almost 
wiped out in the northern state in 
May and June elections, when the 
Hindu revivalist Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) took power. 

As results came in from a series 
of Uttar Pradesh assembly by- 


elections, there was no sign of the 
BJP losing any of the popularity, 
«temmmg from a Hmdu-Mnshm 
row over a religious site in the 
state, winch swept it to power. 

Of the 17 assembly seats de- 
clared by Monday afternoon, the 
BJP had won 13. Congress had 
won none. 

In the parliamentary by-elec- 
tions, however, the results were 
considerably more cheerful for 
Mr. Rao and Congress. 

The weekend polls were seen 
as the first popularity test of a 
govern m e n t that has made near 
revolutionary changes to an eco- 
nomy in crisis, and Congress and 
its su p port e rs considered the re- 
sults a pass mark. 

“A cheering verdict”, the pro- 
Congress National Herald news- 
paper called the results in a front- 
page editorial. 

“Mr. Narasimha Rao has com- 
pleted 150 days in office with the 
satisfaction of finding that bis 
style of consensus politics and 
economic reforms are widely 
acceptable to the people,” it de- 
clared. 

Congress insiders said they 
were also a test for the dour 
70-year-old Rao, who had a ma- 
jor heart operation last year. 


r:- * 

JORDAN TIMES, TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 1»1 '/J 


Civilians to be evacuated as 
Vukovar fights last stand 


ZAGREB (R) — The Serb-led 
Yugoslav army pounded diehard 
Croat fighters in Vukovar Mon- 
day and warned them to surren- 
der as preparations were made to 
evacuate trapped civilians. 

With Vukovar virtually in its 
control, the army launched new 
attacks Monday on Osijek, Za d ar 
Port and areas near Dubrovnik, 
Croatian radio said. 


The army demanded uncon- 
ditional surrender by some 1,500 
Croat sokfiera still offering pock- 
ets of resistance, in Vukovar, be- 
sieged and shelled by the army 
for nearly three months. 

European Community (EC) 
monitors and International Red 
Cross teams were on standby to 
rash in once the batik is finally 
over to help bring out tiie sick, 
wounded, women and some 2,000 
children. 


Croatia admitted defeat in 
Vukovar Sunday and urged the 
army to ensure the safety of 
14,000 dvffians who had lived 
through the siege cow erin g in 
cellar shelters. 

A Croatian National Guard 


spokesman said the re mainin g 
fighters there would never give 
op, but the Belgrade-based news 
agency Tanjug said negotiations 
on surrender were under way. 

The army said it sent a louds- 
peaker vehicle into die streets 
urging Croat fighters to give up. 

The loss of Vukovar is a severe 
Mow for Croats, for whom the 
dty — now fittie more than rub- 
ble after stzeet-by-street battles 
— had become a symbol of de- 
fiance in the face of overwhelm- 
ing army migh t 

Diplomats said it meant rival 
Serbia bad achieved one of its 
main goals winch could help 
speed up talks cm a political 
settlement to end the fighting 

Several thousand people have 
been killed since Croatia declared 
independence from Yugoslavia in 
June, pa rti ng a rebellion by its 
Setb minority winch Serbia and 
the army backed. 


An EC-brokered ceasefire, the 
13th to date, came into effect 
Saturday to try to pave the way 
for United Nation peacekeeping 
forces but only temporerBy dam- 


pened 'the fighting. 

Croatian radio said fighting 
flared a gain Monday near the 
besieged port of Dubrovnik, still 
in Qmtian hands. 

The army fired more than 100 
artillery shells on the Dubrovnik 
. River area a few kOmnetres north 
of fbe ancient walled city, it said. 

The historic old town of the- 
port of Zadar was bombarded by 
mortars, a woman was killed in 
fighting in a nearby village and 
rockets were fired at the eastern 
Croatian capital of Osijek. 

Tanjug said Croat forces had 
fired on the army near Novska on 
the closed Belgrade-Zagreb 
Motorway. 

Croatia suffered a string of 
demoralising defeats at the 
weekend to add to the fall of 
Vukovar. 

It lost control of Shmj, a be- 
sieged town 130 kilometres south 
of Zagreb whose fete Croats 
watched almost as closely as that 
of Dubrovnik and Vukovar. 

Several thousand Croats from 
the dty fled east into the neigh- 
bouring Republic of Bosnia, 
police said. 


China snubs Baker on human rights 


PEKING (R) — Chinese dissi- 
dent Dai Qing, detained by police 
apparently to stop her meeting 
U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker, will be returned home 
later Monday, the family has 
been told. 

The detention of Dai and 
another female dissident Hou 
Xiaotian was a pointed snnb to 
Mr. Baker, whose tough message 
on human rights was brushed 
aside by China's hardline leaders 
during his three-day visit that 
ended Sunday. 

But the New China News 
Agency (NCNA) quoted a Fore- 
ign Ministry official as saying Ms. 
Dai was free and “it is sheer 
fabrication to say that she was 
arrested.” 

The official made the state- 
ment in resp onse to questions 
from reporters , the NCNA said. 

In a further embarrassment to 
Washington, Peking appeared to 


retreat from a conditional pledge 
announced by Mr. Baker to 
accede to a missOe control agree- 
ment. 

Mr. Baker had portrayed the 
pledge as a significan t concession 
during a news confe re nce before 
be left 


Mr. Dai is China’s best-known 
woman journalist, but her news- 
paper, the Guangming Daily, has 
refosed to allow her to write after 
she was jaOed for several months 
for her part in the 1989 pro- 
democracy protests crushed by 
the army. 


Family members said officials 
from tire newspaper, which still 
keeps her cm the payroll, had 
telephoned with the information 
about her release. 

Dissident Hou Xiaotian, whose 
husband Wang Juntao was im- 
prisoned as a mastermind behind 
the 1989 protests, was released 


Son Sann, delays return to Cambodia 


BANGKOK (R) — A guerrilla 
leader doe to return from exile to 
join Cambodia’s National Recon- 
ciliation Council said Monday he 
had postponed his homecoming 
because be coold not find housing 
or an office in Phnom Penh. 

Son Sann, head of the Khmer 
People’s National Liberation 
Front (KPNLF), said in a state- 
ment he and lr« colleague Ieng 
Mouly earlier , *ned to return 
to the Cambodiau capital Tues- 
day for the first time since the 
1970s. 

“But they have to postpone 
their scheduled return, failing to 
find proper accommodation and 
office for the KPNLF party,” the 
release said. 

Mr. Son Sann told reporters 
last week he would live in a tent if 
necessary upon his return. 

A spokesman for the KPNLF, 
the smallest of three guerrilla 
factions that battled the Viet- 


namese-backed Phnom Penh gov- 
ernment for years, said the two 
had tentatively rescheduled their 
return for Nov. 25 or 26. 

Mr. Son Sann and Ieng Mouly 
bold the two seats of the West- 
ern-backed KPNLF on a Sup- 
reme National Council (SNC) 
which also includes representa- 
tives of the Cambodian govern- 
ment and two other guerrilla 
groups. 

Prince Norodom Sihanouk, die 
titular bead of one of those rebel 
factions in the past, returned to 
Phnom Penh Thursday as bead of 
the SNC under a peace plan 
signed by the waning rides in 
Paris last October. 

The SNC will represent 
Cambodian sovereignty as the 
U.N. helps organise elections ex- 
pected to be held in 1993. 

Mr. Son Sen, a senior member 
of the Khmer Rouge, tiie biggest 
guerrilla group, flew back to 


S. Korea looks to U.S. response on North’s nuclear programme 


SEOUL (R) — South Korea 
plans to ask the United States 
during joint military strategy 
talks this week to beef up its 
combat capability here to counter 
North Korea’s suspected nuclear 
weapons programme, news re- 
ports said Monday. 

The influential Cbosun Dbo 
newspaper, quoting a senior 
mffitazy official, said Seoul would 
ask U.S. Defence Secretary Dick 
Cheney to supply more advanced 
weapons to toe 39,000 Americans 
troops stationed here. 

Mr. Cheney arrives Tuesday 
for three days of talks with South 
Korean defence officials on milit- 
ary strategy and other security 
concerns. He will be joined by 
General Colin Powell, chairman 
of tiie U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

The Defence Ministry declined 
to confirm the story. 

The newspaper said the re- 
quested weapons could indude 
Stealth fighter-bombers and the 
Patriot air defence system. 

“There are concerns that the 
withdrawal of U.S. nuclear arms 
and the gradual pall-out of U.S. 
troops here would make the 
North Korean mffitary adventur- 
ers consider tins a drastic reduc- 
tion of de f ence abffity,” tiie offi- 
cial said, according to tiie news- 
paper. 

“Therefore tiie government is 
positively studying a proposal 
that tiie United States reinforce 
its troops stationed in Korea fay 
providing them with toe most 
up-to-date weapons and military 
equipment,” be said. 

Mr. Cheney told repor te rs in 
Los Angeles last week that North. 
Korea’s nuclear programme 


would be the first item on the 
agenda of the annual security 
talks. 

Diplomats and analysts said 
other issues to be discussed in- 
clude a timetable for toe with- 
drawal from South Korea of U.S. 
.tactical nuclear weapons and a 
further withdrawal of American 
troops. 

The Issues are interconnected 
and pose a thorny challenge to 
the United States and its north 
east Asian allies who fear that 
Pyongyang's deve l op m ent of nuc- 
lear weapons will destabilise the 
entire region. 

North Korea has insisted it is 
not developing nuclear weapons, 
but has refosed to open its prog- 
ramme to international inspec- 
tion, insisting that U.S. weapons 
be withdrawn from toe Korean 
peninsula. 

In September, U.S. President 
George Bnsh said U.S. tactical 
weapons would be scrapped worl- 
dwide. 

While U.S. officials declined as 
a matter of longstanding policy to 
comment on specifics, Seoul offi- 
cials clearly implied Mr. Bush’s 
statement meant that American 
nuclear weapons would be with- 
drawn from South Korea. 

In a further challenge to North 
Korea, South Korean President 
Rob Tae-Woo earlier this month 
renounced on behalf of his coun- 
try the development, use or stor- 
age of nuclear weapons. North 
Korea dismissed Mr. Roh’s 
dramatic statement .as empty 
words. 

Analysts say toe issue now 
under debate between the United 
States and its affies is bow to force 


North Korea, the world’s last 
remaining hardline Stalinist state, 
to accept international inspec- 
tion. 

Despite some press speculation 
here and elsewhere, both U.S. 
and South Korean military plan- 
ners have apparently ruled out 
preemptive military action 
against North Korea’s known 
nuclear facility at Yongbyon, 90 
kilometres north of Pyongyang. 

South Korean Defence Minis- 
ter Lee Jong-Koo told local re- 
porters here at the weekend that 
the two sides would not discuss 
military actions to force North 
Korea to accept inspection bat 
would try “all other means.” 

Mr. Lee and Mr. Cheney also 
will discuss a timetable for with- 
drawal of U.S. tactical nuclear 
weapons. U.S. ne w sp a pe r s have 
said about 100 weapons are 
stored at Kunsan Air Base, 170 
kilometres south of Seoul. 

Another major issue is the con- 
tinuing withdrawal of U.S. 
troops. 

Last year, the United States 
announced about 7,000 troops, 
mostly air force and army service 
personnel, would be withdrawn 
through to the end of 1992 when 
troop strength would level off at 
about 36,000. 

- The United States would like 
to withdraw additional troops but 
the number and pace of the with- 
drawal will be determined by the 
North Korean response to inter- 
national pressure on its unclear 
programme. 

After talks in Seoul, the U.S. 
defence officials win visit Japan 
where Mr. Cheney will conduct a 
review of Far Eastern security 


arrangements in toe post-cold 
war era with his newly-appointed 
Japanese counterpart Sohei 
Miyashita. 

Mr. Cheney and Mr. Powell 
are expected to meet top 
Japanese defence officials to dis- 
cuss a dispute over Japan’s can- 
cellation of orders for American- 
made early warning aircraft, and 
to discuss additional support for 
tiie 40,000 U.S. troops stationed 
in Japan. 

South Korea Monday accused 
Washington of slowness in trans- 
ferring advanced defence tech- 
nology and said it was considering 
looking for European and Soviet 
suppliers. 

Delegates to an annual U.S.- 
South Korea meeting on coopera- 
tion in the defence industry com- 
plained that Washington had 
been uncooperative in making 
transfers, a Defence Ministry 
statement said. 

“The (U.S.) wafl for protecting 
its technology has been thick and 
in particular, it is almost impossi- 
ble for us to cooperate (with tiie 
United States) in high-technology 
transfers,” the statement said. 

The ministry gave no details of 
technology it said it had been 
denied. 

But it said that since 1971, 
South Korea had received only 16 
U.S. technological transfers to 
manufacture nuHtaiy goods here 
even though it bought more than- 
70 per cent of its foreign military 
equipment from the United 
States. 

“Our defence industry now 
feces hardship due to our Emit on 
technologies development,” the 
statement said. 
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hours after Mr. Baker’s plane left 
Peking. 

Ms. Hou told reporters she was 
hoping to meet either Mr. Baker 
or U.S. Assistant Secretary of 
State for Human Rights Richard 
Schifter, who was with Mr. Bak- 
er’s party. 

She said police arrived at her 
home last Friday night, roused 
berfrom bed and forced her into 
a car that took her to a police 
station. She was later held in a 
hotel room, guarded by two 
policewoman. 

Ms. Hou poured scorn on an 
official Chinese document on hu- 
man rights published shortly be- 
fore Mr. Baker's arrival. 

“Although they published the 
book on human rights, these hu- 
man rights aren’t given to any- 
body. People in China don’t have 
these human rights and are not 
free. I can very easily be jailed 
and taken away,” she said. 
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Phnom Penh Sunday to take his 
seat on toe SNC 

Guerrilla sources said Khieu 
Samphan, tiie nominal head of 
the Khmer Rouge, was expected 
to return later this week. 

The head of the United Na- 
tions Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation, Federico 
Mayor, will meet Prince Siha- 
nouk and Prime Minister Hun 
Sen during a trip to Cambodia 
from Nov. 28 to Dec. I, the U.N. 
said Monday. 

Mr. Mayor wiD visit the ancient 
temple complex of Angkor Wat 
in northwestern Cambodia and 
declare it a world heritage site. 

Khmers consider Angkor Wat, 
built between toe ninth and the 
thirteenth centuries, an embodi- 
ment of their culture. 

But years of guerrilla fighting, 
vandalism and exposure to the 
weatoeT have threatened its sur- 
vival. 
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It said it could overcome the 
problem through technological 
cooperation with European na- 
tions and the Soviet lArion, with 
which Seoul established foil di- 
plomatic ties in September }990. 

Meanwhile in Tokyo, Gen. 
Powell said American- forces will 
remain committed to defending 
Asia despite budget cutbacks fol- 
lowing toe end of the cold war. 

Gen. Powell met Admiral 
Yasushi Sakuma, chairman of 
Japan's Joint Staff Council, and 
Defence Minister Sohei 
Miyashita. 

According to a Japanese De- 
fence Ministry spokesman, Gen. 
Powell said military tics 
on the U.S.-Japan security treaty 
should be strengthened dwyit> 
drastically reduced superpower 
tension. 

Gen. Powell told Mr. Miyashi- 
ta that Washington would con- 
tinue efforts to maintain its for- 
ward deployment in tiie region 
although budget c o nstrain ts had 
forced some cutbacks. 

“The United States should not 
do anything in tiie regforL-such as 
a massive pullout, that would 
arouse suspicion among toe coun- 
tries in tiie region,” Gen. Powell 
was quoted as saying. 

Mr. Miyashita told Gen. 
Powell the security situation in 
Asia was not comparable to 
Europe because of tension on tiie 
Korea peninsula and the unre- 
solved question of Japan’s daim 
to Soviet-held islands. 

Adm. Sakuma said Japan 
would continue to increase its 
defence budget, although at a 
slightly slower rate than in toe 
past decade. 
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